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UbyammiSster in Egypt for Lockerine talks 

CAIRO (R) — ■ l*J»n Foreign Minister Ibrahim Mohammad Besfaari 
arrived in. Ouro on Sunday for a surprise visit to discuss tension with the 
West over airliner bombings. Two Libyans accused of bombing a Pan Am 
airliner omar Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1968 face a public hearing in Tripoli 
on Tuesday. Libya refines demands, backed by the U.N. Security 
Cornea, that they be handed over to Britain. Mr. Beshari was met' by. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa. They headed immediately to a five star hotel 
for talks. Egyptian presidential adviser Osama Baz told reporters Mr. 
Beshari's meetings would focus on "the recent crisis between Libya and 
Western states. Egypt’s position is firm on this crisis and is for intervening 
quietly to end it.” Egypt hopes to dissuade Western governments from 
using military force against Libya, which has denied involvement in the 
p«n Am bombing or the downing over Niger of a French DC-10 airliner in 
1989. Britain and the Utded States have accused Libyans Abdul Baset Ali 
Mohammad Al Meghrahi, 39. and Ai Amin Khalifa Fhimafa. 35. of the 
Pan Am bombing, which lolled 270 people. They also allege the men are 
Libyan intelligence agents. A Libyan official said on Saturday the two 
men. under house arrest since November, would face a public hearing on 
Tuesday. 
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Expert fears Third World missile race 

LONDON (R) — A U.S. defence expert says on Monday that humanity 
may have to pay a "staggering" price as ballistic missiles with chemical or 
perhaps nuclear warheads proliferate in the Third World. Keith Payne of 
the National Institute for Public Policy in Fairfax. Virginia, says at least 24 
countries could have ballistic missilci by the end of the century. "The Gulf 
war vividly portrayed the terrible threat posed to civilians by even 
primitive missiles," he says in a study paper published on Monday for the 
London-based Institute for European Defence and Strategic Studies. "In 
the future the cost to societies from ballistic missile threats — in terms of 
human life and economic productivity — could be staggering." Mr. Payne 
says the rapid spread of missiles in the Third World means that embarking 
on conflicts like the Gulf war would be too hazardous without a missile 
shield like that envisaged under the U.S. Star Wars programme. It would 
have been much more difficult, he argues, to hold together the allied 
coalition in the Gulf if Iraq had used missiles with nuclear, chemical or 
biological warheads. “If he (President Saddam Hussein) had been able to 
threaten Washington. London. Paris. Ankara and Rome with such missile 
strikes, the coalition might have been deterred from pursuing any 
vigorous response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.” he says. 
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14 people die in bus 
accident 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Fourteen 
people were killed in northern 
Egypt Sunday when a bus driver 
]o$t control of his vehicle and 
drove it into a tree, police said. A 
pofice official, who refused to be 
identified according to standing 
regulations, said 42 other people 
were wounded. He said the driver 
was trying to avoid hitting a car 
coming in the opposite direction 
and swerved his bus off the road 
into the tree. The bos was on its 
way from the village of Bilbeis, 55 
kilometres northeast of Cabo, to 
the capital. 

5 die in Japanese 
tanker blast 

SINGAPORE (R) — At least 
five people were killed and 16 
were injured on Sunday m an 
explosion aboard a Japanese- 
owned chemical tanker off Singa- 
pore’s territorial waters, a police 
spokesman said. The toll could go 
higher, he said as police searched 
for survivors. The Panamanian- 
registered tanker Lotus M. was 
under repairs outside Singapore’s 
port limit when tire explosion 
occurred, be said. The 16,793- 
gross tonne Lotus M., operated 
by a Japanese company. . Navix 
Ship Management Co. Ltd, 
Tokyo carried Japanese, Korean, 
Malays an and Singaporean crew 
and contract workers. 

13 Indonesians 
drown off Malaysia’s 
Sabah 

KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia 
(R) — Thirteen Indonesians were 
drowned after their boat capsized 
in rough waters off Malaysia’s 
Sabah state on Borneo island, 
police said on Sunday. The 
bodies of the victims, workers 
returning borne from Malaysia 
and seven children, have been 
recovered. Direeotlieis were still 
missing. Fishermen rescued 19 
passengers of tire ill-fated vessel 
which sank on Friday near Pulau 
Sebatzk, located off the southeast 
Sabah town of Tawan and In- 
donesia's Kalimantan. 

5 party workers 
killed in Punjab state 

CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
At least five party workers were 
killed on Sunday in the latest 
violence in India’s Punjab state, 
where Sikh militants are trying to 
Mock elections this week, police 
said. A spokesman said militants 
opened fire on more than 20 
members of the Bahujan Samaj 
Party campaigning in the village 
of Nawapind S bold an, 140 km 
northwest of Chandigarh, the 
state capital. At least five of the 
party workers were killed and 17 
were wounded, he said. 

7 die in landmine 
explosion 

KHARTOUM, Sudan ( AP) — A 
Sudanese doctor and six other 
people died when their car drove 
over a landmine In south Sudan, 
die official new agency said on 
Sunday. The Sudan News Agency 
said James Akily and six of his 
"aide s* 1 were driving from the 
provincial capital of Wao to the 
town of -Agok in the southern 
state of Babr Al Gazal when the 
e *Pk**on occurred. George Kon- 
ger* the state’s governor, blamed 
die explosion on the rebel Sudan 
Liberation Army which 
con d°h 90 per cent of the coun- 
riyside inthe south. The govern- 
ment holds the main cities. 

Bodies of 2 

Palestinians found in 
GazaStrip 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
jy)' 7 The bodies of two 
(Tdestinans <i*in by masked nuli- 
k®ls were found Saturday in 
r*® Gty in the occupied Gaze 
Slip. Palestinian reporters said. 
Also in Gaza Gty, troops opened 
on share- throwing Palesti- 
nians, Arab reports said . Four 
joutta were wounded, including 
2 9-year-old girl shot in the bead. 
The army said two people were 
lightly hurt and one suffered 
moderate injuries in the dash in 
the Sheikh Radwan district. The 
slain men were identified as Salah 
Abu Koussa, 27, wire 'was stab- 
bed to death Saturday, and Waile 
Abu Aisha, 19, wire was fatally 
shot by five bullets Friday night, 
the reporters said. 


Israeli jets attack Palestinian refugee camps, Hizbollah convoy 

Sheikh Musawi, wife, son, 10 people killed in the raids 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
The leader of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah, his wife and son were 
killed in one of Israel's air raids 
on south Lebanon Sunday, secur- 
ity sources said. At least four 
other people were killed and 21 
wounded in the assaults. 

The sources, insisting on 
anonymity, said Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi, 39, and his family were 
riding in a black Mercedes 
limousine leading a convoy of 
several cars on a road near Shar- 
qiya, 20 kilometres southeast of 
the port city of Tyre. 

Two helicopter gunships fired 
five wire-guided missiles into the 
convoy, setting Sheikh Mnsawi’s 
car ablaze and destroying two 
Range Rovers full of bodyguards 
tailing him. The names and ages 
of his wife and son were not 
immediately available. 

* Hizbollah’s headquarters in 
Beirut confirmed that the motor- 
cade was hit in a 4:3 p.m. (1430 
GMT) air raid, but would not 
comment on the reported killing 
of its leader. 

However, the Noor, or light, 
radio station which is operated by 
the party interrupted a talk show 
about two hoars after the attack 
to play solemn music interspersed 
with verses from die Koran. 

A Hizbollah spokesman con- 
firmed Sheikh Musawi, his wife 


and baby son were killed when an 
Israeli rocket destroyed his Mer- 
cedes limousine. 

At least five bodyguards in 
Sheikh Musawi's convoy - were 
also killed during the air strike at 
4.30 p.m. (1430 GMT), fun- 
damentalist sources said. 

“Sheikh Abbas Musawi was in 
the Mercedes which received a 
direct hit. He was killed,” Sheikh 
Maher Hammoud, a pro-Iranian 
Sunni Muslim leader told repor- 
ters in the port of Sidon. 

Two Israeli attack helicopter 
fired more than four rockets into 
Sheikh Musawi's motorcade. 

Two Range Rovers and Sheikh 
Musawi’s Mercedes were des- 
troyed and then a helicopter hit a 
Volvo about five kilometres from 
the ambush site as it ferried 
casualties to hospital. 

Lebanese security sources said 
at least 14 people were killed or 
wounded m the raid. 

The fundamentalist group is 
the most active anti-Israeli guer- 
rilla faction. 

Under Sheikh Musawi's lead- 
ership it stepped up its attacks on 
Israeli forces in the Jewish state’s 
self-declared security zone in 
south Lebanon after Middle East 
peace talks opened last October. 

The military command in Israel 
bad no immediate comment on 
die report, but it had earlier 


confirmed two attacks on Palesti- 
nian refugee camps in south 
Lebanon. 

The Lebanese police said two 
Israeli fighter-bombers and two 
helicopter gunships struck 'Ain 
AI Hilweh, the largest Palestinian 
refugee camp in Lebanon, and 
the Rashidiyeh shantytown farth- 
er south at about I am. (2300 
GMT Saturday). 

’Ain Al Hilweh is situated on 
the southeastern outskirts of 
Sidon, while Rashidiyeh is near 
Tyre. 40 kilometres farther south. 

The warplanes dropped two 
rockets on three houses at ‘Ain 
Al Hilweh’s northern entrance, 
killing four inhabitants, including 
woman, her two sons and another 
boy. The three boys were aged 
between 9 and 13. Seven other 
people were wounded. 

The dead later were buried in 
Sidon’s cemetery, accompanied 
by a funeral procession attended 
by hundreds of Palestinian and 
Lebanese mourners. 

Police said the helicopters fired 
another three remote-controlled 
-rockets onto the roof of a two- 
story building used by PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh faction, wounding two 
guards. 

Zeid Web be, Mr. Arafat's rep- 
resentative in Lebanon, had only 
recently vacated the stricken 



Abbas Musawi 


building, which he used as head- 
quarters with the rest of his staff. 

After the seven-minute raid on 
’Ain Al Hilweh, the helicopters 
alone turned south to the Rashi- 
diyeh camp to attack an empty 
two-story Fateh military base. 

The base was demolished. 
Police said four adjacent houses 
also were damaged, wounding a 
woman. 

The air raids appeared to be in 
retaliation for Saturday's attack 
by Palestinians on an army camp 
in Israel in which three soldiers 
were killed. 


Col. Sultan Abul Inein. Fateh's 
overall military commander for 
the Tyre region, vowed to con- 
tinue “military operations against 
the Zionist enemy until our land 
is liberated.” 

“The raids were in retaliation 
for yesterday’s heroic attack. We 
will continue such attacks. We 
shall not bow down.” he told 
reporters as he inspected the 
targered base in Rashidiyeh. 

Angry Palestinian men. women 
and children blocked the road to 
’Ain Al Hilweh with burning tires 
and barricades to protest Israel's 
latest attack on Lebanon. 

'Ain Al Hilweh has roughly 
33.000 residents; Rashidiyeh has 
about 20,000. Rashidiyeh was 
one of the camps where the 
Lebanese army last July disarmed 
Palestinian fighters. 

It was the second Israeli air 
raid on Lebanon this year. Nine 
civilians were killed and eight 
wounded when planes struck a 
PLO base belonging to the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 14 
kilometres south of Beirut on 
Jan. 10. 

Thirty-one people were killed 
and 108 wounded in 23 Israeli air 
raids on Palestinian and Shiite 
Muslim bases in Lebanon during 
1991. Most of the air raids -were 
during the day. 


Israeli authorities said Arab 
assailants hacked three soldiers to 
death in the raid on the army 
camp in Israel on Saturday. 

A brief statement from the 
Israeli military early Sunday did 
not give a reason for the attacks 
on the two Palestinian camps but 
said “the targets belonged to 
Fateh.” 

Fateh was accused by Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
of mounting the attack on the 
army camp. 

The attackers were Palestinians 
or Israeli Arabs who attacked as 
the soldiers slept in a base near 
the occupied West Bank. Israeli 
army officials said. A fourth sol- 
dier was wounded. 

Mr. Arens accused Mr. Arafut 
of being behind the attack which 
he said was aimed at torpedoing 
the Middle East peace talks. Mr. 
Arens indicated that his govern- 
ment would reconsider aspects of 
the peace process. 

“We are talking about a unit 
that is connected to Fateh- 
Arafat," Mr. Arens told Israel 
TV. “The command posts of 
Fateh-Arafat are in Jordan.” he 
contended, adding “Jordan is a 
partner in the peace process, 
sitting opposite us in the negotia- 
tions for peace, and clearly the 
two things — murder and terror- 
ism. and the apparent participa- 


tion in the peace process — do 
not go together." 

PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman told Reuters in 
Tunis: "What happened to Israeli 
soldiers in an army camp was 
done by Palestinian civilians us- 
ing their legitimate right to resist 
against the Israeli army of 
occupation, which kills unarmed 
Palestinians, tenures and impris- 
ons them. 

“It is a resistance act. like the 
French resistance against Nazi 
occupation. The message is that 
occupation should end im- 
mediately. today, before tomor- 
row.” 

He said Israeli raids in Leba- 
non “show who is responsible for 
damaging the peace process.” 

PLO: Raids 'state terrorisin' 

An adviser to PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat said the Israeli raids 
into south Lebanon were "state 
terrorism” and showed the Jew- 
ish state was not committed to the 
Middle East peace process. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, quoted by 
the Tunisian state news agency 
TAP, said, “the crimes commit- 
ted daily by the Israeli govern- 
ment in south Lebanon prove 
that it is not serious in the Middle 
East peace process and is pur- 
suing its expansionist plans.” 


Syria, Lebanon to attend bilaterals 


Rafsanj ani envisages new 
Muslim ‘world power’ 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria and Lebanon said on Sun- 
day they would attend Middle 
East peace talks in Washington 
on Feb. 24. 

Syrian presidential spokesman 
Jon bran Kourioh said the deci- 
sion was taken daring talks in 
Damascus between President 
Hafez Al Assad and his Lebanese 
counterpart Elias Hrawi. 

The U.S.-brokered peace talks 
were launched at a formal open- 
ing conference in Madrid last 
October 30. 

Israel and its immediate Arab 
neighbours have held three 
rounds of bilateral negotiations 
— one in the Spanish capital and 
two in Washington. 

The talks have been dominated 
by procedural wrangling, primari- 
ly over the status of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories in a 
joint delegation with Jordan. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
Algerian authorities may be hold- 
ing up to 6,000 people in deten- 
tion camps set up under a state of 
emergency, head of state 
Mohammad Bondiaf said on Sun- 
day. 

“Regarding the camps, there 
may be 5,000 or 6,000 (people in 
them)," Mr. Boudiaf told a news 
conference. A figure of 10,000 
detainees was too high, he said 
earlier. 

The ruling High Council of 
State imposed the state of 
emergency a week ago to stamp 
Muslim fundamentalist agitation 
for an Islamic state and a return 
to elections. 

About 50 people had been kil- 
led and nearly 300 wounded in 
days of clashes between security 
forces and the fundamentalists. 

The emergency gives the au- 
thorities the power to set up 
detention camps but Mr. Boudiaf 
was the first official to confirm 
they already exist. 

“Ail those who trouble public 
order will be put in jail,” added 
Mr. Boudiaf, who is chairman of 
the five-man ruling council. 

Algeria was in a state of anar- 
chy before the council was sworn 
in last month, be said. “We had 
to avoid war and bloodshed and 
we were dose to that.” 

Mr. Boudiaf said acts of vio- 
lence against the stale aright con- 
tinue, bat added: ‘Terrorist ac- 
tions will be small not large.” 

Just before he spoke, the Alge- 
rian news agency APS said two 
gunmen had fired an the guard 
post at the admiralty barracks 
near Algiers port but there were 
no casualties. 

The security forces bad re- 
turned fire, causing panic among 

civ ilian* the agency added - 

Late on Sunday security forces 


Syria and Lebanon boycotted 
last month’s multilateral stage of 
the peace conference, saying It 
was a waste of time to go to 
Moscow because of Israel's refus- 
al to trade land occupied In the 
1967 Middle East war for peace. 

Jordan attended die Moscow 
session, on secondary regional 
4&ues like arms control and water 
sharing, but the Palestinians did 
not take part after trying to intro- 
duce delegates to the conference 
table that were unacceptable to 
Israel. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber met his Syrian counterpart, 
Farouq Al Shaiaa, in Damascus 
on Saturday to discuss the 
Washington talks. 

Pmestmians leave 

A three-man Palestinian de- 
legation, comprising members of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 


were besieging die building from 
where the shots apparently came. 

Mr. Bondiaf said violence 
could continue, but added: 
“Algerians are fed up with these 
Fridays of terror and doubt.” 

The Islamic Salvation Front, 
the main opposition to the 
mihtaiy-backed rulers, has used 
weekly prayers on Fridays as the 
signal for the start of its street 
protests. 

It had planned a march through 
Algiers on Friday bat was deter- 
redby a massive show of force by 
troops and police. 

The FIS was set to win a 
general election last month but 
the authorities cancelled the 
second round of voting. 

Mr. Boudiaf denied there was 
repression, saying, “if there was 
repression I would not be here." 

The democratic process was 
continuing, parties coakl meet 
freely and fundamental freedoms 

remained. 

“International opinion must 
understand that stopping the 
electoral process became neces- 
sary to save democracy," he said. 

“The state of emergency ... 
was a response to the violence of 
terrorist groups winch had to be 
disabled,” he added. 

Mr. Boudiaf said repaying 
Algeria's foreign debt — put at 
$25 billion by bankers — was a 
very heavy burden, consuming 
more than 70 per cent of export 
income. 

“But whatever our difficulties, 
which are temporary, Algeria will 
honour its international financial 
engagements. 

“We dod not envisage resche- 
duling the Algerian debt, but 
only particular agreements cm re- 
profiling, . with the support of 
friendly countries," he said. 

Algeria had five priorities after 


nisation’s Executive Committee 
Yasser Abed Rabbo and Sulai- 
man Al Najjab, as well as PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s advi- 
sor for the occupied territories 
affairs Akram Haniyyeb Sunday 
left Amman at the end of a four- 
day visit to Jordan. 

The Palestinian officials were 
received Saturday by IBs Majesty 
King Hussein, who exchanged 
with them views on progress in 
the Middle East peace talks, as 
well as the fourth round of talks, 
due to be held in the U.S. capital 
on Feb. 24. 

The delegation members also 
had a meeting with Prime Muns- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber. Mr. Abed Rabbo and Mr. 
Najjab left for Damascus for talks 
with Syrian officials on the peace 
process, while Mr. Haniyyeh re- 
turned to his base in Tunis. 


restoring public order and stabil- 
ity: 

— To clean up public enter- 
prises to improve efficiency, 

— To encourage small and 
medium industries to develop 
national production and jobs, 

— To meet soda! needs for 
food, boosing and infrastructure, 

— To promote rural develop- 
ment by recovering farmland, 

— To appeal for overseas in- 
vestment through cooperation 
and partnership agreements. 

Mr. Boudiaf said the govern- 
ment would pursue the transition 
to a free market and liberal eco- 
nomy. But he added, “the state 
must keep control of the great 
strategic sectors.” 

Algeria plans to open its oil 
and gas fields to foreign com- 
panies, and officials say it is 
actively negotiating with about 30 
companies. 

The state oil and gas giant 
Sonatrach will maintain at least 
51 per cent controlling interest in 
any deals. 

On Saturday, Mr. Boudiaf 
urged journalists to help in the 
crackdown on Muslim fun- 
damentalists, saying “the higher 
interest of the homeland is above 
all considerations,” state-run 
television reported Sunday. 

In a meeting with media offi- 
cials, Mr. Boudiaf stressed the 
need for journalists to help res- 
tore security by reassuring the 
population. 

Mauritania on Sunday gave its 
support to Algeria’s new rulers 
and their crack down on Muslim 
fundamentalists, state television 
reported. 

Hasni Ould Didi, Mauritania’s 
foreign minister, after meeting 
Mr. Boudiaf in Algiers said his 

(Continued on page 5) 


Djerejian 
says Iraqi 
regime 
is ‘brittle’ 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The 
United States is confident Presi- 
dent Saddam Hosseil will be top- 
pled because his regime is “brit- 
tle,” with "growing signs of prob- 
lems from within” the Iraqi 
hierarchy a senior U.S. official 
declared Sunday. 

“The conclusion we draw is 
that his situation is not impro- 
ving,” said Edward Djerejian, 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs. 

He said of President Saddam: 
“We characterise his regime as 
brittle, something that seems to 
be hard, but is easy to crack.” 

Mr. Djerejian, speaking to re- 
porters, did not elaborate on 
opposition within the Baathist 
regime in Baghdad to President 
Saddam's role. 

But opposition sources have 
claimed in recent weeks that 
organised opposition with the 
Baath and other key institutions 
of state is growing. 

Despite U.N. efforts to throttle 
the Iraqi regime with trade sanc- 
tions, the Iraqi leader had de- 
fiantly held onto power since his 
army was defeated in the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Djerejian noted that the 
U.N. sanctions imposed after the 
Iraqis invaded Kuwait in August 
1990 have seriously weakened 
Iraq's economy because Baghdad 
cannot export its oil. 

The U.S. official claimed Presi- 
dent Saddam has lost control of 
parts of Iraq because of rebellions 
by Shiite Muslims in the south 
and Kurdish guerrillas. 

“What we look forward to is 
the emergence of a government 
in Iraq that is representative of 
the Iraqi people and that will in 
the first instance live in peace 
with its own people, and in the 
second instance live in peace with 
its neighbours,” he said. 

Mr. Djerejian arrived in 
Kuwait from Saudi Arabia Sun- 
day on the second leg of a tour of 
the six Gulf Cooperation Council 
states. Hie others are the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman, Bahrain 
and Qatar. 

Mr. Djerejian, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Syria, is scheduled 
to leave for Bahrain Monday. 

He said his visit to the Gulf 
Arab states was aimed at “help- 
ing them establish the means for 
their legitimate self-defence... 
and encouraging collective secur- 
ity arrangements so that no future 
Saddam Hussein can threaten the 
security, stability and peace of 
die region.” 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani said Sunday that Iran, Tur- 
key. Pakistan, the ex-Soviet Mus- 
lim republics and the Gulf states 
were a potential "world power." 

Mr. Rafsanj ani. the host of a 
regional summit that was begin- 
ning Sunday, made the comment 
at Tehran airport where he wel- 
comed Turkmenistan President 
Safarmurad Niyazov. 

Regional leaden were converg- 
ing on Tehran for the two-day 
meeting of the Economic Coop- 
eration Organisation, founded in 
1985 by Iran, Pakistan and Tur- 
key. 

In remarks reported by the 
Islamic Republic news agency, 
Mr. Rafsanjani said Western 
powers often claimed that the 
newly independent ex-Soviet 
Muslim republics had no place to 
turn to. 

The Iranian leader said that on 
the contrary, these states' mem- 
bership in ECO would bring them 
into a great Muslim family, 
1RN A reported in a dispatch 
monitored in Nicosia. 

“The ECO members as well as 
the Persian Gulf littoral states can 
form a powerful political- 
economic body in the region and 
present themselves as a world 
power," Mr. Rafsanjani said. 

Also arriving Sunday was the 
president of Azerbaijan, Ayaz 


CAIRO (R) — An Israeli diplo- 
mat on Sunday visited three 
Israeli men held by Egypt on 
suspicion of spying, an Israeli 
embassy official said. 

The spy affair is the first of its 
kind between Egypt and Israel 
since the two countries signed a 
peace treaty in 1979. Israel said 
on Thursdy that it could damage 
relations. 

Eli Shaked, minister plenipo- 
tentiary at the Israeli embassy in 
Cairo, told Reuters that consul 
Ronnie Porat saw the men for 
over an hour at Torah maximum- 
security prison in Cairo. 

“There was a meeting at noon 
time with the three gentlemen in 
Torah and it was the first time to 
have a meeting approved by the 
Egyptian authorities,’* Mr. 
Shaked said. 

An aide to Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir said on Thurs- 
day the Israelis were innocent 
and their continued detention 


Mutalibov. who said at Tehran 
airport that he hoped Iran 
would use its influence to “end 
violence in the region." 

That was a reference to hopes 
Iran could mediate between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia in a 
territorial dispute over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh enclave. 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed during four years of fight- 
ing over the mainly Armenian 
enclave, which is surrounded by 
Azeri territory. 

ECO, which has been around 
for 27 years under different 
names, has had little internation- 
al impact. 

But earlier this month, ECO 
granted membership to Azerbai- 
jan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekis- 
tan. Azerbaijan is attending the 
summit, along with Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, and Tajikistan, 
which are also expected to join 
ECO. 

Iran, which regards itself as the 
leader of more than one billion 
Muslims around the world, is the 
visionary behind a proposed Isla- 
mic common market stretching 
from the edge of Europe to the 
Indian subcontinent, and north to 
central Asia and the Caucasus. 

The agenda for the summit was 
set by ECO foreign ministers 
meeting in Ankara earlier this 
month. 

Apart from taking in new 
members, Mr. Rafsanjani, Tur- 


oould hurt Egyptian -Israeli rela- 
tions. 

Fares Subhi Masrati, an Israeli 
Arab plumber, and his daughter 
Fayqa, who is in her early 20s, 
were arrested in Cairo about 10 
days ago on suspicion of spying 
for the Mossad. Israel’s foreign 
intelligence agent. 

Her brother Majed was de- 
tained at Cairo airport on Mon- 
day after arriving from Libya with 
a forged Egyptian passport, an 
Israeli source said. Egyptian 
security sources earlier said he 
was arrested in Sinai trying to 
cross into Israel. 

David Ovitz, an Israeli Jew 
who owns a second-hand furni- 
ture shop in Jaffa, was arrested 
on Tuesday. The Israeli source 
said Mr. Ovitz had at one time 
employed Fares in his shop and 
was apparently arrested because 
of the acquaintance. 

Interior Minister Mohammad 
Abdul Halim Moussa said last 


kish President Turgut Ozal and 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif are to approve a 10 per 
cent lowering of tariff barriers 
between them and discu&ss steps 
towards freer trade and 
movement of people. 

The meeting will also give them 
an opportunity to discuss regional 
disputes such as the civil war in 
Afghanistan and the conflict be- 
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Iran. Pakistan and Turkish all 
say they support United Nations 
peace efforts for Afghanistan, 
seen as another potential ECO 
member. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said on Friday he 
would visit Yerevan and Baku 
next week in ’a peace mission 
requested by Armenia. Both 
sides ignored an earlier Turkish 
offer to mediate in the fight. 

ECO started out as a loose 
economic pact between the Mus- 
lim states which had been part of 
the military Central Treaty Orga- 
nisation (CENTO) set up by the 
United States and Britain in the 
1950s to deter the Soviet Union 
from expanding southwards. 

Pro-Western, secular Turkey 
and fundamentalist Iran are now 
offering sharply contrasting out- 
looks to the new Muslim repub- 
lics — and Washington wants its 
Turkish ally’s influence to pre- 
vail. 


hurt relations’ 

week that Fares Masrati had con- 
fessed to spying for the Mossad. 

But on Tuesday Israeli ambas- 
sador Ephraim Dowek said 
Moussa denied he had said this. 

Mr. Shaked said the Israeli 
consul would visit Fayqa at the 
women’s prison at Kanater out- 
side Cairo later in the afternoon. 

On the visit to the men in 
Torah, he said, “they are alive, 
and one has a broken leg... I am 
not in a position to give further 
details.” 

Security sources said Fares 
Masrati broke his leg when he 
jumped ont of a window to 
escape arrest. 

Mr. Shaked said it was up to 
tiie suspects to appoint lawyers if 
and when the case was brought to 
court. 

An Egyptian prosecutor on 
Saturday remanded both father 
and daughter in custody for 15 
days for further investigation. 


‘Nearly 6,000 held in Algeria’ 


Israeli diplomat visits ‘spies’ in Egypt 

Shamir aide: ‘Detention could 
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U.N. drive to end 
hostage crisis falters 


BEIRUT (R) — a United Na- 
sons campaign to end the Middle 
«st hostage crisis has run out of 
ste am, leaving some parties to the 
Process angry and a U.N. nego- 
tiator fearful of a kidnap 
threat. 

Diplomats said U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali 
would soon have to decide what 
to do with the U.N, initiative 
nnder which nine Western hos- 
tages were released last year. 

“Nothing is moving and I am 
afraid the remaining obstacles are 
too big to bring a comprehensive 
end to this. Most sides are angry 
with each other,” said a diplomat 
close to the problem. 

"Momentum disappeared 
when the last American hostage 
was freed (in December). Now 
most people are complaining ab- 
out what they didn't win rather 
than working to break the dead- 
lock.” 

The diplomats said the out- 
standing issues might have to be 
dealt with in a piecemeal manner 
only after tempers cooled. 

They said Boutros Ghali 
needed to decide soon whether to 
retain Giandomenico Picco as his 
chief hostage negotiator, to 
appoint someone else or scrap the 
operation, which began under the 
U.N. secretary-general’s prede- 
cessor, Javier Perez de Cneilar. 

They said Picco feared return- 
ing to Lebanon for face-to-face 
talks with pro-Iranian militants as 
they had discussed snatching him 
while he was negotiating in a 


darkened room for the release of 
U.S. and British hostages. 

' “Picco was meeting the kidnap- 
pers when he heard one suggest 
to the others that more would be 
gained by kidnapping him there 
and then. It was' absolutely ter- 
rifying. They discussed it between 
themselves for some time but 
finally allowed him to go. 

“The incident shocked Picco 
deeply," the diplomat added. 

Church of England envoy Ter- 
ry Waite was kidnapped in Beirut 
in January 1987 while working for 
rite release of U.S. hostages. He 
was released on November 18 — 
the last Briton to be freed. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
source said a kidnap group may 
have threatened to kidnap Picco 
but dismissed the threat as “a 
game.” 

Perez de Cuellar last August 
hoped to arrange a series of 
exchanges of all Western hos- 
tages and Israeli prisoners held in 
Lebanon for Arabs beld by Israel 
and Lebanese militia allies. 

Muslim fundamentalist sources 
in Beirut, however, said it was 
Iran which won the release of all 
the U.S. and British hostages and 
the United Nations only provided 
a cover for this. 

“It was an Iranian decision to 
get die hostages out. Those who 
freed hostages follow Iran. Picco 
negotiated with all sides and tried 
for a larger deal but the impetus 
came from Tehran," a source 
said. 


The outstanding issues in the 
Middle East hostage saga are: 

— German aid workers Hein- 
rich Struebig and Thomas Kemp- 
tner, kidnapped in 1989 by pro- 
Iranian zealots related to two 
Lebanese brothers jailed in Ger- 
many for kidnap, murder and 
hijacking. 

Struebig and Kemptner were 
exclued from an Iranian-backed 
decision to free the last Western 
hostages unconditionally. Their 
captors still want a swap with 
Germany. 

— About 300 Lebanese prison- 
ers, including pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah Cleric Shiekh Abdul Karim 
Obeid who was kidnapped by 
Israeli commandos in 1989, held 
by Israel or its South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) mOitia allies. 

— Three Israeli soldiers who 
disappeared in Lebanon in 1982. 
the remains of two Israeli soldiers 
captured in 1986 and Israeli Air- 
man Ron Arad, whose plane was 
shot down in 1986. 

Arad is the only Israeli missing 
in Lebanon known to have sur- 
vived capture. Israel has been 
angered because the U.N. drive 
failed to secure his release or 
establish who is holding him. 

— Foot Iranians kidnapped by 
a Christian mOitia hi Lebanon in 
1982 whom Tran demands be 
freed. Diplomats have said they 
were killed shortly after being 
taken and believe Tehran knows 
that but raises them from time to 
time as a bargaining chip. 


Cuba, 

PLO 
renew 
pledge of 
mutual 
support 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Vice President Jose Ramon Fer- 
nandez of Cuba reaffirmed 
pledges of solidarity at a meeting 
in Tunisia on Saturday, the offi- 
cial Cuban news agency reported. 

Fernandez delivered a message 
to Arafat from Fidel Castro. The 
Cuban news agency report, moni- 
tored hi Mexico Chy, did not give 
details on the contents of the 
message. 

Fernandez “declared Cuba's 
unrestricted support for the fight 
of the Palestinian people for the 
recuperation of their legitimate 
rights," and Arafat “reiterated 
his solidarity with the Cuban peo- 
ple and their s up reme leader." 
the report said. 

The two met in the capital city 
of Tunis, where the PLO is head- 
quartered. 

Fernandez’ meeting was part of 
a Middle East tour that started 
more than two weeks ago, He has 
met with leaders of Syria. Iran, 
Lybia and Tunisia to strengthen 
and develop Cuba's ties with 
Third World and Non-Aligned ; 
nations. 


Israel’s Peres learns Russian to win immigrant votes 


ASHDOD, Israel (R) — Twice a 
week Israeli Labour Party leader 
Shimon Peres breaks his frantic 
routine to study Russian — the 
language of the thousands of im- 
migrants who could decide 
Israel’s next prime minister. 

“He's an excellent student He 
□ever misses a class,” said Sofia 
Landver, a Labour activist who 
started teaching him Russian 18 
months ago. 

She said Mr. Peres can read 
newspapers published for the 

400,000 newcomers from the for- 
mer Soviet Union who could hold 
the key to elections for Israel’s 
120-member parliament on June 
23. 

“Russians could account for 10 
seats in parliament,” said Land- 
ver, who immigrated to Israel 12 
years ago from St. Pe te rsb ur g, 
then named Leningrad. “Every 
politician wants their votes but 
Peres was the only one who cbose 
to invest his time in them.” 

Landver' praised Peres for 
squeezing Russian lessons into a 
schedule that allows little time 
even for sleep. 

"I don’t give him homework,” 
she told Reuters. “I tried at first 
and realised he’s not a normal 
student.” 

Landver, a council member in 
Asbdod, a coastal town that is 
home to thousands of immig- 
rants, is convinced that Mr. Peres 
is the most popular politician with 
the newcomers. 

“He does not go a day without 
meeting immigrants," die said. 
Mr. Peres, battling to shake off 




computing line up for fr ee we als 
at soup kitchens and handouts at 
vegetable markets. _ _ ■ 

A recent public opinion pou 
indicated that 27 per cent of 
Pifl fiiaw i mmig rants would vote 
Labour and 14 per cent would 
vote Likud. But 40.9 per cent 
were undecided. 

pollsters say Likud’s failure to 


Soviet Jews now repre se nt 10 per cent of Labour’s voting 
members. They could de te r m ine who wfll lead Labour a gains t the 
_ Likud Party. Photo shows Soviet Jews gathering at the Israeli 
mission in Moscow to apply to emigrate. 

the image of a loser, will need Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
immigrant sup port just to secure Landver, who declines to be 
his party’s backing before he can paid for tutoring Mr. Peres, gets 
go on to fight for the prime starry-eyed as she sings his 
minister’s job. praises The 41-year-old is coofi- 

Tbe 67-year-old, who has led dent her pupil will be prime 
Labour to defeat in four elections minister, saying no other politi- 
since 1977, wfll compete with cum can solve immigrants' prob- 
long-time rival Yitzhak Rabin lems. 

and two other party veterans for “He the only one who has an 
the leadership on Wednesday immigration plan to give them 
(Feb 19). jobs and a dignified life," she 

With Russians now represent- said, 
mg 10 per cent erf its 150,000 Unemployment in Israel is at a 
voting members, they could de- 20 year high of 11 per cent, and 
tennine who wDl lead Labour tops 50 per cent among imm ig- 
against the Likud Party, almost' rants in some areas. Immigrants 
certain to be headed by Prime trained in medicine, physics and 


its chances. But the immigrants; 
averse to anything smelting of th e 
socialism they left behind, frown 
at the Labour Party’s socialist 
anthem and red flag. 

Mr. Peres’s mixed record m 40 
years of public life also mak e s it 
hard to predict a win ner. 

He can point to impressive 
achievements — he bro ught 
Israeli troops borne from the 
failed Lebanon invasion in 1985, 
and the next year cut three-digit 
annual inflation to under 20 per 
cent. 

An opinion poll in nrid-1986 
found him the most popular 
prime minister in 10 years. Bat 
since that high point he has been 
dogged by a reputation as a loser 
and schemer. 

Mr. Peres is a tragic victim of 
Israeli politics. Once a man has 
been labelled, it’s bard to remove 
the tag,” said Mr. landver, who 
blamed party enemies for bashing 
Mr. Peres’ image. 

Bat she dismissed sugg e stio n s 
that Mr. Peres should retire, 
pointing at 76-year-old Shamir. 
“If Shamir does not want to 
retire, why should Shimon 
Peres?” 


Iraq launches new war on profiteers 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq laun- 
ched a crackdown on the run- 
away free market on Sunday to 
punish traders cashing on 
hardship and shortages caused 
by U.N. sanctions. 

The ruling Revolution Com- 
mand Council (RCC) issued a 
decree announcing stiff new 
punishment for tradering ex- 
cess profit on food and essen- 
tial goods like soap. 

The decree authorised Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's half- 
brother, Interior Minister Wat- 
ban Ibrahim A1 Hassan. a 
known hardliner on law and 
order, to get tough. 

It reflects government 
awareness of grumblings 
among ordinary Iraqis who 
find subsidised rations meet 


less than a third of their daily 
needs and must buy the rest on 
the free market. 

Saddam acknowledged last 
week that free market prices 
were abnormally high. He 
urged Iraqis to shun luxury 
items such as clothes and 
pledged that be himself would 
buy only essentials for a year. 

Traders now face fines np of 
to 100 per cent of their profits, 
confiscation of their goods and 
a month in jail, said the de- 
cree, which was published in 
Iraq's official press. 

Previously, there was a 
haphazard system of fines and 
the worst market traders ex- 
pected was to have their stalls 
kicked over by police or angry 
customers, traders said. 


The decree also announced a 
new campaign against smug- 
gling out of Iraq. The govern- 
ment is known to be worried 
that gold and other goods are 
leaking across its borders to 
buy foreign exchange. 

Technically Iraq cannot ex- 
port anything under the U.N. 
sanctions. The Bosh adminis- 
tration, which says it wants to 
get rid of Saddam, has said it is 
studying ways of tightening the 
embargo around Iraq's notor- 
iously leaky borders. 

Scrap metal, machinery and 
cars are being smuggled to 
Turkey, Iran and even Syria, a 
U.S. ally in the Gulf war, 
depriving the government of 
resources it needs to repair war 
damage. 


Somali warlords agree 
on safe corridors for aid 


NAIROBI (R) — Leaders of one 
of the main factions fighting in 
the Somali capital Mogadishu 
have agreed to allow food sup- 
plies to move to starving civilians 
along safe corridors. Mogadishu 
radio reported. 

But aid workers in Mogadishu, 
contacted by radio on Sunday, 
said gunfire was continuing de- 
spite a truce agreed on Friday by 
rival Somali warlords. 

The radio, monitored in Nairo- 
bi, said late on Saturday that 
U.N. representatives agreed on 
aid corridors daring talks in 
Mogadishu with Abdi Utfaman 
Farah, vice-chairman of the Un- 
ited Somali Congress (USC). 

Mr. Farah briefed United Na- 
tions aides on the general situa- 
tion in Mogadishu, and outlined 
how the USC would help distri- 
bute humanitarian relief. 

Officials of the U.N. World 



Food Programme and the U.N. 
Children’s Fund discussed how to 
send food and medical aid to the 
Somali people, the radio said. 

In talks on Friday at the United 
Nations in New York, repre- 
sentatives of rival warlords Ali 
Mabdi Mohammad and Mohm- 
mad Farah Aideed pledged an 
immediate hah to fi ghting and 
.agreed to sign a formal ceasefire 
by the end of the month. 

Food and other aid supplies 
have been flown to Mogadishu in 
an effort to stop suffering, but aid 
workers say they have been un- 
-able to ensure fair distribution 
because of fighting and the divi- 
sion of the capital into rival 
camps. 

On Saturday, a U.N. official in , 
Nairobi said 139 people had been _ 
killed and 729 wounded in fight- ' 
mg since Wednesday, When die 
New York talks began. 


Syria will stay on U.S. 
terrorism list for 1992 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited Stales has rejected Syrian 
requests to be dropped from its 
list of states which sponsor terror- 
ism, a senior State Department 
official says. 

Syria has been pushing hard to 
be removed from the list as its 
reward for backing the United 
States in the Gulf' war and 
cooperating in Middle East peace 
efforts. Hie Syrians last Novem- 
ber for the first time sat down for 
direct peace talks with Israel. 

The State Department reports 
to Congress each year on global 
terrorism and includes a list of 
states which in its view cooperate 
with terrorist groups. Such coun- 
tries are ineligible for prefe ren t i al 
trade relations with the United 
States, trade credits or loans from 
international financial institu- 


tions. 

Last year’s report listed six 
such states — Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
Libya, Cuba and North Korea. 
The official told Reuters they will 
be dted again when the report is 
updated in April. 

“The same six will be there, 
that’s the four in the Middle East 
plus Cuba and North Korea,” the 
official said last week. 

Damascus argues that it has not 
been directly involved in what the 
United States regards as terror- 
ism for years. Its case was 
boosted after it was cleared of 
involvement in die 1988 bombing 
of a Pan Am jet over Lockerbie. 
Scotland. Syria also helped gain 
file release of U.S. hostages in 
Lebanon. 

But the official said its record 
was still far from satisfactory. 


' “Syria continues to be the host 
to a wide range of terrorist groups 
in Syria itself and in Bekaa Valley 
in Lebanon under the noses of 
Syria troops,” he said. 

The official said that among 
such groups were the Armenian 
Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia, the Turkish Urban 
Guerrilla Dev Sol Organisation, 
the Kurdish Workers Party or 
PKK, the Japanese Red Army 
faction and a collection of radical 
Palestinian groups including the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine General Command. 

If Syria wanted to be removed 
from the list, it would have to 
expel all these groups, shut down 
their operations and publidy re- 
nounce terrorism, the official 
said. 


Eritrea celebrates freedom and rebuilds 


Hrawi leaves for Mideast talks in Syria 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s President Elias Hrawi left for the 
Syrian capital Damascus on Sunday for talks on the Middle East 
peace process, Lebanese officials said. They said Mr. Hrawi was 
accompanied by his Foreign Minister Fans Bouez and the bead of 
the Lebanese delegation at the peace talks, Suheil Shammas. 
Hrawi is expected to confer with Syrian leader Hafez A1 Assad to 
discuss a unified position on Arab participation in the fourth 
round of peace talks, scheduled to begin in Washington on 
February 24. Lebanese officials said it was not dear if Hrawi 
would meet the foreign affairs chief of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Farouk Kaddoumi, who is also expected to 
fly to Damascus on Sunday. The Arab-Israeli talks opened last 
October in Madrid. 

Judge refers British woman’s custody case to another court 

CAIRO (AP) — A judge Sunday dashed the hopes of a British 
woman of gaining custody of her children from their Egyptian 
father by referring the case to another court instead of issuing a 
verdict. Tears welled in the eyes of Pamela Green, 37, of London, 
after her lawyer gave her the news, but she declined to talk to 
reporter as she left the crowded Agouza Courthouse. “We were 
expecting a verdict today bat instead, the judge decided that this 
case does not fall under the jurisdiction of his court and referred 
us to the South Cairo Primary Court, foreigners section, to start 
over again on March 8,” lawyer Medhat El Zohairy told the 
Associated Press. El Zohairy said he was disappointed, especially 
that since the case started June 26, 1990, the court had beld 19 
sessions to review it. When Mrs. Green and her Egyptian-born, 
British national husband, Abdul Sal am Ahmad, divorced m 1988, 
she won custody of her daughter Yasmeen. 11. and sons El Sawy, 
8 and Sammie. 7 in Britain. But her former husband brought them 
to Egypt on holiday and kept them, ignoring another British 
court's order that he return the children to England. She has been 


unable to see her children and has since been trying to gain their 
custody from an Egyptian court. In December 1990, she used four 
“friends" to try and kidnap her children but only succeeded in 
taking her daughter Yasmeen and flying her to England. Her 
father-in-law stabbed her during the kidnapping. She was 
recovered after extensive surgery. 

Iraq says impossible to coexist with Saudi family 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq may never find it possible to normalise 
relations with Saudi Arabia’s ruling family, according to a Sunday 
editorial in Babel, an Iraqi newspaper owned by President 
Saddam Hussein’s sou Uday. Babel said the Saudis committed a 
grave mistake when they allowed their country to be used as a 
springboard for the U.S. and its allies during the Gulf war. They 
(the Saudi rulers) ... win have to bear the consequences,” Babel 
said. “After a decade and a half they discover, and we too, that 
coexistence was a dream in the past and will be hard to achieve in 
the future,” the editorial read. 

U.S. killed S. African arms deal with Saudis, paper says 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — U.S. pressure has killed a South 
African deal to sell Saudi Arabia artillery worth up to S600 
million, a Johannesburg newspaper said on Sunday. The Sunday 
Star quoted unnamed sources as saying Washington had per- 
suaded Saudi Arabia to cancel die purchase of up to 200 G-6 guns 
from South African arms maker Armscor. A U.S. embassy 
spokesman in Pretoria would not confirm or deny the report but 
said Washington had held talks with South Africa as part of 
world-wide efforts to limit weapons proliferation. The spokesman 
rejected newspaper reports that Washington was concerned that 
the African National Congress, which is friendly with Cuba and 
Libya, was about to inherit South Africa's arms inudstry. “On the 
contrary, we are encouraged by progress in talks on a new 
constitution and are optimistic about foe country’s future,” the 
spokesman said. 


ASMARA, Ethiopia (AP) — As 
dusk settles on this pastel, itahan- 
ate capital of Ethiopia’s north- 
ernmost province, its tiled, cafe- 
lined sidewalks fill with a happy 
promenade. 

“We couldn't walk on the side- 
walks before,” said Tegreab Gar- 
maz, a lifelong resident. “We had 
to walk in the street or risk being 
shot." 

The 33-year-old school teacher 
was referring to the occupation 
by Ethiopian government troops 
during a 30-year war for inde- 
pendence. 

Last May, the occupation en- 
ded with the fail of President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam and the 
flight or capture of 100,000 of his 
soldiers, who were under siege in 
Asmara for more than a year. 

Eight months later, Eritreans 
still rejoice in their freedom even 
as they face the hugely difficult 
task of rebuilding their ravaged 
country with little immediate help 
from the outside world. 

In the latter years of the civil 
war, as Eritrean rebels pushed 
ever closer to Asmara, armed 
guards kept people off sidewalks 
in front of the hundreds of build- 
ings that boused Ethiopian sol- 
diers, officials or government 
offices. 

“Sometimes they bong tin cans 
on strings and strung them along 
the sidewalks.” Ms. Garmaz said. 


“It you touched the string and 
rattled the cans, they’d shoot" 

With the acquiescence of 
another rebel group that chased 
Mengistu from the Ethiopian 
capital of Addis Ababa, the Erit- 
reans set up then own provisional 
government after capturing 
Asmara. They plan a U.N. -spon- 
sored referendum on independ- 
ence in 1993, to be followed by 
multiparty elections. 

Until it is recognised as a na- 
tion, Eritrea will have to tackle 
the job of rebaOding w it h o ut 
large-scale foreign aid. 

It has begun the task with a 
will. 

The 90,000 young men and 
women of the Eritrean rebel 
army have voluntarily gone to the 
countryside to repair and build 
roads and dams, plant trees, drill 
wells and reconstruct villages 
shattered by bombs and shells. 

They wfll serve without pay 
until after the referendum, re- 
ceiving only food and shelter. AO 
government officials also are 
working without pay. 

“What is very dearly visible is 
that they are trying to do some- 
thing with what they have,” said 
Arild Jacobsen of Norwegian 
Church Aid. 

“They lack money and re- 
sources, so the improvements 
have been small but constant. 
But over time, these things add 


up and people see the improve- 
ment in their lives.” 

Asmara, a city - of about 

300,000 on an escarpment over- 
looking the Red Sea, may be the 
deanest, safest dty in Africa. 
Even its alleyways are tidy. Resi- 
dents and visitors alike have no 
fear of walking the streets at 
night. 

Government offices in Asmara 
are unguarded. Not even soldiers 
are allowed to carry weapons in 
the dty. 

Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian 
capital, is just the opposite. It is 
an armed camp. Crime is ram- 
pant, gunfire crackles nightly and 
raging former rebels patrol the 
streets in vehicles mounted with 
heavy machine guns. 

* Eritreans also have surpassed 
their neighbours to the south in 
revamping economic policy and 
adopting a liberal investment 
code. 

“We feel we’re in a situation 
comparatively better than many 
African countries because of the 
fact that we are starting from 
zero,” Issaias Afewerld, bead of 
Eritrea’s provisional government, 
said in an interview. “The aver- 
age African state has no hope of 
resolving its economic prob- 
lems." 

Mr-Afewerki pointed to the 
skills developed in 30 years of 
war, when Eritreans put phar- 


maceutical and other factories in 
caves to escape bombings, built 
roads without heavy equipment 
and rebuilt and maintained hun- 
dreds of captured tanks, crudes 
and other vehicles in hidden de- 
pots. 

“We feel we're the strength of 
the country — in terms of human 
resources, in professional and 
production capabilities — is in 
industry,” Afewerld said. 

Italy, which ruled E ri t rea as a 
colony for 51 years, left 144 fac- 
tories behind when it finally left 
in 1947. 

AH had fallen into diaig fl by f fr e 
time Eritrean rebels captured 
Asmara. Three already are back 
in production and.there are plans 
to restore dozens more. 

Still- Afewerld is cautious ab- 
out die future,. perhaps daunted 
by the task of rcb ilding while 
oopmg with a 1991 crop failure, 
resettling 330,000 internal and 
extomd refugees and caring for 

50,000 orphans. 

“The people are very ambi- 
tious. be said, “but there is a bit 
o* exaggeration in terms of what 
they feel they can do.” 

b^y^tbeless, a confident spirit 

*”"7“ a country of 3.5 million 
people that defeated the army of 
a nation more than 15 times its 
size. 
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Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 5/10 

Aqaba 10/19 

Deserts 4/15 

Jordan Valley 12 1 18 

Yesterd ay' s Ugh temperatures: Am- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


man 18, 
Amman 
CCrt. 


ha 18. Humidity readuqpK 
per cent. Aqaba 35 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Nahawi 693925 

Dr. Khalid abdo 795392 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyem 620115 

Dr- Arafat AJAafabab 602507 

Bias pharmacy 661912 

Fenkras pharmacy 778336 

AlAnema pharmacy 637055 

Naireukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmesam pharmacy 637660 


ntMD: 

Dr. Ali Shi 
Al Shares’ 


M 

27582S 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. RhaEd Abo Hussein ( — ) 


Khafifeh pharmacy -....985417 


Rood Control Centre .... 

Ova Defence Department 

Gvii De f enc e Immediate 

Restate. - 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoBee 192.621111. 

fire Brigade,.,,,,,—. 

Blood Bank 

Highway Pobce 

Traffic Police 

Pd& Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 


Amman Mmddpafity 

Co mpfai nB 

Telephone Infbnnukn. 

(d ire ctray assist an ce) 

Overseas Calk ..................... 

Central Ammpfl T elephone 

Repain 

AbdahT ele phooc Repairs 

Jordan Television 


RacSo Jordan - 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen AEa Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
kbahtfi Maternity, J. Ann 
AJdDch Maternity. J. Amo. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 

MaBiax.J. Amman 

Palestine, Shnadsul ....... 

Shmcbani Hospital 

University Hospital 


The Ulnae, Abdafi ....... 

AI-Ahh, Abdali 

hahan, Al-Mnhapccn 

Aj-Bas hn.J. A shrafieb ... 
Army, Maria 
Queen ABa Hospital ...... 

Amal Hospital 

ZAKQA: 

ZanpiGovL Haemal 


.81381302 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 
— 669131 

S45S45 

.. 667227/9 
.66612707 
.. 664164/6 
.. 7771010 
. 773111/26 
.891611/15 
.60224000 
.....674155 


(09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AUfikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

SIHD: 

Princess Basnu Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cathofic Hospital (021272275 

Iba Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hay? Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tbit aafoffltariwi ft applied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) arfan aalinB depatl- 
—i at the Queen Aha international 
Akport Td. (08)532003. where k 
always be verified 


ABIVAU 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

•tee* smhu(rj) 


*15 

«fc!5 

*38 

fsli — .... 


. Damascus) 
— Rij«fc| 

Jeddah { 

.. Dhahran ( 
... Laraaea ( 


ws DabaL Aba Dhabi fajj 

laot ...... Bent 

*£* Bangkok (RJ) 

rros Istanbul (RJ) 

1M» Cn a nb t an ca, Tonis (RJ) 

Yk20 Yerevan (RJ) 


Ottwr Rights (Terminal 2) 

teas 


Other Carrlen (Terminal 2) 


s rzzrzJgaa 

g* Abn Dhabi. Doha (OF) 

— P*ris(AF) 


2K 

^■aaaafMuka^^f SH! 4 ® 

Boa* ... nw * 550/300 

Chbbaee ! WO/ 600 


Royal Jordanian (R4) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


Carrot." 180/ 120 

Cauliflower™. 2? ISO 

Cucumbers (i* , — 220/160 

Garik 250 / 200 

Grapefruit .. fiSO/550 

Lemon.. 180/120 


•6:15 .... 
1140 ..... 
11*0 
12:15 .... 
12s45 ..... 

13m 

vym — 
14S» .... 
2*30 ..... 


Zb 15 .......... 


......... Beirut t 

.... Montreal New Yack < 

btanbalj 

London! 

.................. Frankfort ( 

Cairo ( 

— — •■■■-»-. Yerevan ( 

Moscow ( 

— Bahrain, Doha ( 

DqM.Abn Dhabi ( 


Marrow 

Manow 


«» 180/120 

300/250 


Oman (dry) * »»/« 0 

OnJoofmmr** " 200 ^ 

OnWr^' — 220/ I7Q 


480/420 

Ratfish 300/250 

Sam 140/90 

Spinach 600/500 

Tomato “ — 200/130 

280 / 220 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


New 


King congratulates Lithuania Arabiyat receives youth group 1 1 COlirthOUSC 

opened in 
Naour 




AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday sent a cable to Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Landsbergis to congratulate him in his 
pamf. and on behalf of die Jordanian people and 
government on Lithnania’s independence day. 
King Hussein voiced hope that friendship and 
cooperation will mark relations between Jordan 
and Lithuania. Hie King wished Mr. Lands bergjs 
good luck in serving his country and die Lithua- 
nian people further progress and prosperity. 

Ex-Soviet republics recognised 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree has been 
issued endorsing the Cabinet’s decision recognis- 
ing the Russian republic and exchanging di- 
plomatic representation at the ambassador’s 
level The decree also recognised the independ- 
ence of the republics of Ukrainia, Belaruss 
Kazafch&an, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Azerbai- 
jan, Moldavia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Geor- 
ge 

Parliament discusses members' questions 

AMMAN (Petra) ■ — The Lower House of 
Parliament Sunday held a meeting under its 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat, and discussed a 
number of items on the session's agenda, includ- 
ing the government’s reply to a question put 
forward by Lower House member Ahmad 
Oweidi Ai Abbadi and Minister of Health’s reply 
to a query made by member Mansour Murad. 
Dr. Abbadi’s question dealt with technical assist- 
ance for the private sector earned out under the’ 
U.S.-financed Petra Project. Under the project, 
Jordan was given a grant of $12 million, of which 
$6-5 milli on were spent as of the end of 1991. Dr. 
Abbadi said be was not convinced of the govern- 
ment's reply and reserved the right to raise the 
issue during the House's forthcoming session. 
Mr. Murad’s query touched upon degrees 
obtained by Jordanians from universities abroad. 
Mr. Murad called on the government to speed 
action on recognising the degrees awarded to 
Jordanian doctors. The minister of health's reply 
said that the medical board has been working on 
the assessment of the degrees in question, and 
that it has already recognised some of these 
degrees in accordance with the criteria and bases 
followed by the board. The House also debated 
the Legal Committee’s decision on copyrights. 
Hie committee's chairman, Mohammad Abu 
Fares, called for adopting the draft law on 
copyrights, saying that Jordan has ratified many 
inter-Arab agreements. He also noted that the 
law is set to encourage cultural exchange between 
Arab countries. Hie House's session was 
attended by the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minuter Thooqan Al Hindawi, Depu- 
ty Prime Minister and Transport Minister Ah 
Suheimat and a number of Cabinet ministers. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat Sunday received in 
his office a delegation representing Arab students 
and youth organisations and associations. Dr. 
Arabiyat said that Jordan's unique democratic 
march bad won it strength and respect among 
world nations and provided everybody \yith the 
Strength and ability to build and work freely and 
honourably. Dr. Arabiyat said the Arab Nation is 
the only nation in the world that enjoys a host of 
common characteristics such as the language, 
habits, traditions, faith and heritage. He called 
on the Arab youth to unify their word, spell out 
their goals and plans and communicate it to the 
whole world. Delegation members stressed the 
importance of cooperation among Arab youth as 
a prelude to achieving the long-sought Arab 
unity. They also voiced their happiness 
appreciation of the democratic march Jordan has 
charted for itself. The meeting was attended by 
Lower House member Mansour Murad and 
Secretary General of the General Federation of 
Arab Students Rafiq AI Axida. 

Weather damage assessment begins 

AMMAN (J.T) — Task forces formed in the 
aftermath of the snowstorms that hit the country 
over the last couple of weeks to assess the" 
da m age caused to property and agriculture Sun- 
day started their missions in the various parts of 
Jordan. “In Tafileh Govern orate, task forces 
entrusted with assessing the damage Sunday 
started their physical inspection missions -in 
various parts of the govern orate in preparation 
for submitting reports containing financial esti- 
mates to the district governor, who will pass such 
information to the authorities concerned to 
compensate farmers for the losses they sustained 
and to provide the necessary loans to rehabilitate 
them and enable them to carry out new projects. 
In North Shuneh District, special task forces have 
been visiting the areas hit by the frost or flooded 
with water during the last couple of weeks. North 
Shuneh District Governor Saleh Obeidat called 
on the heads of local councils to cooperate with 
the committees and provide the necessary facili- 
ties for them. Mr. Obeidat pointed out that other 
teams from the Ministry of Social Development 
will be inspecting houses damaged as a result of 
the severe weather conditions in preparation for 
providing the necessary assistance to owners of 
these houses. In Ramtha, special teams embarked 
on assessing the damage caused to crops as a 
result of the heavy rainfall and snow. Also, in 
Kura district teams began their field inspection 
tours to assess the damage caused to the property 
of tiie municipal and village councils and residen- 
tial areas. Teams from the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture also embarked on assessing the rfamagf. 
caused to crops and livestock as a result of the 
latest snowstorm, which hit the country early this 
month. 




Officials continue to explore 
solutions to Kingdom’s growing 
unemployment problem 




In protecting 
environment 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
aiian Society for the Control of 
.Environmental Pollution is draw- 
ing op a plan designed to buOd 
•bridges of cooperation and strong 
ties with the concerned ministries 
and public organisations to en- 
sure an increased public role in 
the protection of the Jordanian 
environment. 

' The announcement was made 
try the society President Ahmad 
Obeidat at the outset of a work- 
shop organised in cooperation 
with the German Friedrisch 
Naunumn Foundation. 

“It is important for the govern- 
ment to pass a political decision 
regarding the environment to 
back the society's efforts,” said 
Mr. Obeidat in a speed) to the 
meeting, which was attended by 
20 liaison officers employed by' 
the society in various governo- 
rates. 

Mr. Obeidat called on Parlia- 
ment to discuss the formation of 
special' committees to be en- 
trusted with safeguarding the en- 
vironment and ensuring further 
public participation in matters 
related to its protection. Dealing 
with environmental challenges 
and the dangers of pollution re- 
quires efforts on all sides and 
from all sectors, said Mr. 
Obeidat. 

The German foundation's rep- 
resentative at the meeting, Wal- 
ter Rudd, noted in a speech that 
pollution is not only affecting 
water, air and soil surrounding 
humans,; but also the upper layers 
of the atmosphere are being pol- 
luted and damaged. He said near- 
ly ax biBion tonnes of pollutant 
gases, sulphur and dust are affect-. 
iQg the earth's atmosphere, caus- 
ing whar is called smog and add 
ran which result in the depletion 
tf^-oaone. 

i as earth's drinking water is 
^angered by heavy pollutants 
“rough the presence of chemic- 
als and the effects of factory 
waste-, pesticides, and other 
tansrful substances which are 
Bating the loss of up to seven 
BBffibn hectares of arable soil 
every year, he said. 

The workshop was addressed 
by Dr. Saleb Al Shaxee, director 
of Department of the Environ- 
ment, who reviewed the various 
sonrees of pollution in Jordan. 
Pollution, he said, takes the form 
of random bmkfiog operations, - 
excessive drain of natural re- 
sources, extensive use of pesti- 
cides and insecticides, damage to 
forests and pasture land, factory 
waste and others. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled Grom monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with die concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of ofl and water colour pmatinp by Trie Wegefius, 
Lacy Marta, Hods Bitar and Jennifer Bowker at ABa Art 
Gallery. 

ir Art exhibition by Spanish artist Snad Esfadri at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

A Exhibition of paintings by Shakir Hasan Al Said at Abdnl 
Ha meed Shaman Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-5 pan.) 
it Exhibition of photographs on Goetbe-Forest, between Tafileh 
and Shobak, at the Jordan University for Women. 

A Exhibition entitled ‘The Uprising in Cartoons” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


☆ Arabic play cntftkd “Who’s There?” at the Royal Cottoral 
Centre — 7 p.m. 


☆ ttaBan film entitled “A dasetmo U soo,” shown as put of 
Italian Fibn Week at the Royal Cultural Centre — 7:30 pan. 
ir French fB m wititM “1, ’aml de moo amie” at the French 
Cultural Centre — 8 pjtn. 

A Spanish film “Moras and Christianas” at the Spanish 

Cultural Centre — 1W0 Sum. 


☆ Lecture, hi Arabic, on plastic art movement in Jordan by 
Abdnl Raonf Sham’oun and Gbassan Mafadla at the Phoenix 
Art and Cultural GaBery — 6 p.m. 


1 !r The animal 
Goethe Inst 


MEETING 

meeting of the Friends of Archaeology at the 
tnte — 7 pjs. 




ease visit 

A 

Mwor showroom. 

^ rh e d lately^ >r 

■&T ^Turkish Products Exhibition Company 
- • - Mecca Str.. Jaber Shopping Centre 


district 

NAOUR (Petra) — The citizens 
of Naour District, estimated at 
25,000 people, now have their 
own Peace Court and do not have 
to go to Amman to settle then- 
disputes at the capital's court. 

The new court building was 
inaugurated Sunday at a cere- 
mony attended by Justice Minis- 
ter Yousef Mbaideen who said 
that the government has sought 
to save time and effort for the 
local citizens and responded 
favourably to their requests and 
those of their representatives in 
Parliament by opening the court. 

Ata Al Shah wan, a Parliament 
member from the Naour area, 
t hanked the government for its 
response, noting that the court 
would obviously facilitate judicial 
procedures and save local, 
citizens a great deal of time, 
effort and expenses. 

Naour Mayor Khalaf Al Hamid 
voiced citizens’ appreciation of 
the government move, requesting 
the minister to .convey the peo- 
ple's renewed loyalty to His 
Majesty King Hussein and a word 
of gratitude to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. The 
mini ster called the prime minister 


Committee 
discusses 
extent of 
agricultural 
damage 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament’s Agricultu- 
ral Committee held a meeting 
Sunday under its chairman, Nad- 
er Dheirat, and pursued discus- 
sion of the farmers debts and the 
damage caused by the snow- 
storms that hit the country during 
the last couple of weeks. 

The committee stressed the 
.House’s previous decisions on 
rescheduling farm er s ’ 'debts and 
Writing off the interests- due on 
such debts. Tber corftnrittee also 
listened to a preliminary report 
by the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
secretary general summarising 
the damage caused to agricultural 
areas. 

The House’s Administrative 
Committee also held a meeting 
under the chairmanship of Daoud 
Kojak and examined a number of 
complaints and proposals refer- 
red to the House. 


V ■■ 


Yousef Mbaideen 

by telephone to convey the mes- 
sage. , 

At tiie outset of his tour of 
Naour, the minister called at the 
governor's house and discussed 
the work of the new court in the 
district. He also listened to a 
briefing on the consequences of 
the recent snowstorm on the 
Naour District. 

Several local and Ministry of 
Justice officials attended the in- 
auguration ceremony. The new 
court has one judge and a public 
prosecutor as well as lower-level 
court officials. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council 
of Ministers Saturday heard a 
briefing about the unemployment 
situation in the Kingdom and 
scheduled another session this 
week to continue discussion with 
the purpose of working out a 
definite strategy to deal with the 
issue. 

A statement following the 
meeting said that unemployment 
constituted a negative manifesta- 
tion resulting from the economic 
crisis facing the Kingdom, but 
one which requires immediate 
attention. 

Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti presented his minis- 
try's general policy and its plans 
to deal with the unemployment 
question. He presented statistical 
data and figures included in a 
working paper related to the un- 
employment problem, noting that* 
the ministry was handling the 
issue through the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC). 


The minister said that the VTC 
centres were helping to proride 
training for the purpose of meet- 
ing the needs of the local labour 
market. 

The paper covered such ques- 
tions as non-Jordanian workers 
employed in the Kingdom and 
the matter of linking education 
and training at the various educa- 
tional levels with the needs of the 
local and Arab labour markets. 
The paper gave details about the 
number of non- Jordanian work- 
ers and their concentrations in 
Jordan. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, in a speech deli- 
vered at Muta University near 
Karat Saturday, urged graduates 
of universities, community col- 
leges and other educational in- 
stitutions to accept work regard- 
less of their specialisations since 
work contributes towards the 
country's development. 


The Prince noted that the 
Kingdom was in need of a new 
momentum of high morale and 
efficient management in view of 
the extraordinary circumstances 
it is facing and the socio- 
economic and political climate in 
the region following the forced 
migration of hundreds of 
thousands of expatriates who 
came to settle in the Kingdom. 

Crown Prince Hassan pre- 
dicted that by the year 2010 the 
country’s population would reach 
six million, noting that increased 
population has and will immense- 
ly increase Jordan’* burdens and 
strain the country's water and 
energy resources to the limit. 

Prince Hassan discussed mat- 
ters of concern to the graduates 
and the Jordan youth in general, 
laying stress on the importance of 
investment in quality education, 
which can pave the ground for 
creativity and development. 


Al Ribat banned again, views conflict on reasons 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Ttmes 

AMMAN — This week's issue 
of the Muslim Brotherhood's 
weekly AJ Ribat was banned 
from distribution in Jordan, 
the third time in four months. 
The publishers say the weekly 
was banned for criticising 
“some Arab leaders’ repres- 
sion of the Islamic movements 
in their respective countries 
and for criticising the Middle 
East peace process,” but offi- 
cials at the Press and Publica- 
tions Department said they 
banned the issue because it 
“slandered some Arab lead- 
ers.” 

In a statement released by 
the chief editor of the weekly. 
Kamal Rasheed, issue No. 53 
was banned in Jordan because 
“the paper talked about some 
Arab countries that practise 
repression and terrorism 
against the Islamic movements 
there and because of subjects 
dealing with - (the Brother- 
hood's) rejection of the peace 
ifo^tiatyDhs.”_ | 

An official, who asked not to 
be named, told the Jordan 
Times that Al Ribat had 
violated an article in the 1973 
Press and Publications Law 
which prohibits the slandering 
of Arab leaders. According to 
the law. Al Ribat, which is not 
licensed nor published in Jor- 
dan, has first to pass cen- 
sorship by the department be- 


NAF to expand 
its role in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Aid Fund (NAF), which has an 
annual budget of nearly JD 9 
million, is planning to expand its 
services and assistance program- 
mes to the less fortunate sectors 
of society through encouraging 
income-generation projects by in- 
dividuals and families. 

NAF Director General Farouk 
Badran Sunday said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that the plan aims at 
enabling die needy heads of fami- 
lies to earn their own means of 
living. 

At the same time, the NAF 
plans to offer rehabilitation ser- 


vices to handicapped people, pro- 
viding, them with training and 
artificial limbs to enable them to 
become self-reliant, Mr. Badran 
noted. 

He said that the NAF plans to 
spread out to remote regions of 
the Kingdom after conducting a 
survey to identity those sectors in 
need of help. 

This year, the NAF plans to 
increase to more than 21,000 the 
number of families receiving 
direct aid from the NAF, Mr. 
Badran noted. He said that the 
increase accounts for 20 per cent 
over the present figures which 
run at more than 17,500 families. 


AGRIBUSINESS CONSULTANT 


An International project is seeking a consul- 
tant to work full-time for three weeks from 24 
Feb. to 16 March 92. 

Compensation will be at a competitive rate 
based on qualifications and experience. 
The desired qualifications are: 

1. Graduate degree in Ag. economics. Ag. 
marketing or related discipline. 

2. Minimum 10 years experience in Jordan 
private sector agribusiness production, 
marketing or exporting. 

3. Demonstrated ability to visualize, describe 
and analyse problems. 

4. Ability to write and speak effectively in 
English and Arabic. 

5. Capability in personal computers. 

Interested persons with current resume 
please call Fakhri at 68dl92/3 up to 
Wednesday Feb. 19, 1992 


fore being distributed in the 
country. 

“AJ Ribat is considered a 
foreign paper because it is not 
published nor licensed in Jor- 
dan, so the law applies to it,” 
the official stressed. 

Al Ribat, according to its 
publishers, has a distribution 
of 15.000 copies in different 
parts of the world but mostly in 
Jordan. The weekly, although 
registered in Athens, is printed 
in the free zone in Zarka. 

Most weekly newspapers in 
Jordan, opposition or indepen- 
dent, are registered abroad be- 
cause none have been licensed 
here. None of the new papers 
have been able to obtain per- 
mission for publishing in Jor- 
dan until a new press and 
publications law is passed by 
Parliament. 

The press official denied that 
the issue of Al Ribat was ban- 
ned because of its rejection of 
the ongoing Arab-lsraeJi peace 
negotiations, saying the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood position on 
the issue was public. The offi- 
cial- also denied that another^ 
reason for its banning was be- 
cause the paper discussed the 
situation in Algeria where the 
government is cracking down 
on the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS). 

“The local papers in Jordan 
write more about what is hap- 
pening in Algeria, so there is 
nothing wrong with that," the 
official said. 


He added that this week's 
issue of Al Ribat contained 
slanderous material concerning 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia. He said that the article 
on Mr. Arafat was “offensive 
gossip." 

“It's true that there was cri- 
ticism of Arafat and an article 
on Saudi Arabia." Al Ribat’s 
editor Kamal Rasheed cold the 
Jordan Times. However, he 
would not elaborate on what 
exactly was written about the 
two Arab leaders. “But there 
are ten other subjects that the 
press officials objected to.“ he 
contended. 

Mr. Rasheed insisted that 
the Press Depsrtment had red 
ink placed on 10 different 
items in the weekly, including 
the editorial which he said 
criticised “some Arab govern- 
ments, without mentioning 
names, and their positions re- 
garding the Islamists." He 
added that criticisim against 
the Tunisian government's 
“repression" of the Islamists 
was also rejected by the de- 
partment. 

“In a nutshell, they (the 
censors) don't want us to talk 
about the Arab countries with 
which Jordan wants to improve 
relations, nor to write about 
our rejection of the peace set- 
tlement of the Middle East 
crisis,” Mr. Rasheed said in 
the telephone interview. “We 
were bluntly told to refrain 


from continuing to voice our 
rejection 10 the peace talks." 
he claimed. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
publicly rejects peace negotia- 
tions with Israel and the land 
for peace formula. They advo- 
cate jihad (holy war) against 
the Jews to liberate all of 
Palestine “from the river to the 
sea.” 

This is the third issue in four 
months banned from distribu- 
tion in the Kingdom. Mr. 
Rasheed said that the other 
issues were prohibited because 
of “our rejection of the peace 
talks and criticism of some 
Arab regimes.” The Press De- 
partment had found the arti- 
cles in these issues as “inciting 
trouble." he said. 

“We don't criticise Jordan 
except within the context of 
the peace talks." he com- 
mented. 

Mr. Rasheed said that he 
told the press officials he was 
ready to cut out the parts that 
were found “offensive." but 
that the concerned department 
had . rejected his offer. 

Mr. Rasheed accused the 
press authorities of “double 
standards" in their dealing 
with his newspaper, saying that 
other newspapers — published 
inside and outside Jordan — 
had been writing more critical 
articles about the same issues 
and that they were neither 
banned nor censored. 

“This is something that trou- 
bles us,” he said. 
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The Philadelphia 

WmiMAnON*. MOTEL UAMMMMOfT O»QI0> 
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SILK CUT THEATRE 
Presents 

Peter Shaffer’s award winning 
iWest End Comedy 





f :-. ij0Starring j 

Baron ’ 

■ <' Jiy,j(j!mC3pen all Hours] 

and n 


Directed by Michael Rolfe "Original and hilarious 

Produced by Performance uproarious farce... ’’the times 

International Associates Magnificently over the topi ” 

(Overseas Ltd) 

At the Philadelphia Ballroom on February, 18th, 19th & 20th, 1992 
Dinner at 8:00 pjn. Performance at 9:00 pjn. 

For Reservation Please Cali Tei. 663100 Ext. 113 ■ 
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Hysteria of arms 

THE PHENOMENAL volume of arms trade with the 
Middle East sheds more light on the Golf crisis that 
climaxed in a devastating war last year. Recent figures 
released by the U.S. Arms Control Association speak of U.S. 
shipment of arms to some Middle Eastern countries, since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, in the range of $19 billion. 
Saudi Arabia alone was sold traditional weapons worth 
nearly $15 billion since the eruption of the Gulf crisis. Such 
huge arms sales to the Gulf region may suggest that at least 
part of the well-orchestrated campaign against the Iraqi 
regime was to sell billions of dollars worth of armament to 
the Gulf Arab countries that participated in the “Desert 
Storm” hysteria following Iraq’s invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait in August of 1990. What is most disheartening about 
this trade in weaponry is the fact that it has been taking 
place at a time when U.S. President George Bush has called, 
since May, for restraint in weapons sales to the Middle East. 

The figures documented by the Arms Control Association 
(ACA) on arms trade between the U.S. alone and the Gulf 
states make a mockery of the pious declaration that the 
Middle East region should become demilitarised. Outside 
the Arab Gulf region, Israel remained the biggest importer 
of U.S. weapons, having imported more than $6 billion 
worth of a variety of such advanced weapons between 1985 
and 1989. Such arms sales to the region obviously make the 
U.S. the biggest salesman of death to the area. Since 1989, 
ACA reports, U.S. arms exports to developing countries 
have soared by 138 per cent replacing in the process the 
former Soviet Union as the number one exporter of weapons 
to the region. 

What is alarming about such c omm erce in arms is the fact 
that it is taking place at a time when most of the countries of 
the region are either debt or poverty stricken. Maybe the 
economies of the exporters of weapons to the developing 
countries can profit from this type of negative and destruc- 
tive trade and get a respite for their weakening economies. 
The socio-economic conditions in these poor countries are 
bound to suffer since they invariably end up footing the bill 
for this highly manipulated ami fabricated scheme to siphon 
off badly needed money to replenish the economies of the 
major suppliers. 

It is shocking that this part of the world combines to be the 
world's biggest importer of weapons, amounting to no less 
than 30 per cent of the entire world’s arms market. Not that 
most of the states of the region do not have legitimate 
defensive needs. As long as Israel occupies Arab territories 
and continues to threaten its neighbours, the Arab side will 
naturally be forced to seek means for defending themselves. 
When and if Washington succeeds in its efforts to settle the 
entire Arab- Israeli conflict, then and only then can all sides 
begin to turn their swords into ploughshares. Meanwhile, 
more sincere efforts must be exerted to stop those campaigns 
aimed at creating tension in the area for no purpose other 
than providing a justification for the vendors of arms to sell 
their deadly products. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA’I Arabic daily Sunday drew a contrast between Washing- 
ton’s stand with regard to Iraq's occupation of Kuwait and Israel’s 
continued occupation of Palestinian land, that has lasted since 
1967. The paper said that the United States, backed by the 
Western alliance, first arranged for U.N. Security Council 
resolutions to be passed condemning Iraq, demanding its with- 
drawal from the occupied emirate and later launching aggression 
on the Iraqi people who continue to suffer from the sanctions 
imposed on them despite the implementation of the council 
resolutions. It said that these Arab states which called for a 
peaceful solution to the Kuwaiti issue through negotiations and 
dialogue were considered enemies of the West and the United 
States which continues to impose an embargo on them taking 
vengeance for their ill-support of the Western aggression on Iraq. 
Following the Gulf war. the United States announced that it 
wanted to solve the Arab-Tsraeli conflict and the Palestinian 
problem on the basis of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338, but so far .nothing has happened although Israel has been 
occupying Arab lands for a quarter of a century, the daily pointed 
out. It said that the United States claimed to have started a peace 
process in the Middle East but failed to take a firm stand with 
regard to Israel’s stand and failed to openly announce its 
condemnation of Israel's occupation of Arab territory. The paper 
said it is not late for the Americans to prove their good intentions 
about the peace process and its ends, and the coming negotiations 
in Washington offer a good chance for them to do so. 

A COLUMNIST in Saw! AI Shaab daily focused attention on the 
problems facing the Jordanian fanners and the need for the 
government to take action to solve them. The government is to be 
commended for its latest decisions offering compensation to the 
farmers in addition to long-term interest-free loans to enable the 
farmers to resume their activities, said Ahmad Thiban. Furth- 
ermore, the government’s decision to embark on studies to create 
an agricultural insurance fund is also to be considered as a very 
wise step in the right direction, the writer said. He said that (be 
farmers have faced drought and poor crop production, floods and 
fluctuation of prices or improper marketing of products of some 
time or another. These farmers from the backbone of the national 
economy and they require immediate assistance, said the writer. 
The temporary arrangements made by the government to come to 
the help of the farmers, and its decision to build more dams in 
order to collect more rain water for irrigation purposes, the writer 
said, are all constructive steps. But he said, the government 
should turn its attention to a very serious problem facing (he 
fanners, which is that of the debts that have been accumulating 
over the years. He said that drastic measures should be taken 
immediately in this regard so as not to keep the fanners in a state 
of despair that could lead to abandoning their trade and a serious 
shortage of food production in the country. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


End the deadlock over state security courts 


The new law on the establishment of the proposed State Security 
Court appears to be in a state of limbo because of differences 
between the executive and legislative brandies of the govern- 
ment. The government of former Prune Minister Taher Masri had 
introduced an innovative piece of legislation on the subject but 
Parliament rebuffed him even though his cabinet's draft 
legislation on the subject bad been submitted with a remarkable 
and unprecedented incorporation of the right to appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the land any verdict reached by the proposed 
State Security Court. Not only that, but the suggested law 
provided that the Supreme Court of the country would review not 
ody issues of law but also issues of to and evidence related issues. This 
was indeed a far-reaching amendment to foe existing legislation 
on State Security Court systems and meets the requirements of 
various international conventions and treaties that make foe right 
of appeal a must in any adjudication. What the former cabinet 
and Parliament differed over was the composition of any such 
state security courts, with Parliament insisting that the tribunal be 
constituted of civilian judges while the government insisted on 
providing for equal opportunities for both civilian and military 
judges to sit on the bench. And due to this differences in 
perspective, the new law remained unadopted till this date to the 
detriment of the Kingdom. 

One wonders why and how so many parliamentarians insisted 
on a strictly civilian State Security Court at a time when the stakes 
were so high as to defeat in the end foe substantive point of 


making judgements of state security courts appealable to a 
five-member Supreme Court. How can such parliamentarians be 
so reckless as to frustrate all efforts to make State Security Court 
decisions appealable over the issue of whether the Cabinet may or 
may not appoint military judges to adjudicate certain category of 
■cases such as treason and espionage. As long as all verdicts are 
kept subject to the scrutiny of a higher tribunal on all relevant 
issues, including factual ones, one can have little sympathy for 
those factions who are willing to sacrifice substance for form. 

Perhaps what pains the forces opposed to the submissions of the 
executive branch of government at this point is the presumption 
that military judges are always subject to the whims and dictates 
of their superiors. For starters, such a presumption may or may 
not be true, depending on the personality and moral calibre of the 
military judges. Bnt even assuming the worst, how and why can 
civilian judges be presumed to be free of any form of pressure, 
prejudice or coercion at all times? In all fairness, one category of 
tribunals can be just as prejudiced as the other, especially when 
foe appointment of civilian judges is just as controllable as the 
designation of military ones. 

There is every reason, therefore, to reactivate foe dialogue 
between the two branches of government at this point with a view 
to arriving at a sensible solution. The country needs tins new 
legislation and no effort most be spared in order to have it in our 
law books as soon as possible. In any case, one would guess that 
the greater majority of Jordanians would rather like to end the 


existing legal hiatus on this issue by supporting the suggested 
compromise. 

So there is an urgent call for compromise 
government has gone a long way to amend 
kSSEns, parliamentarians are called upon to 
belated initiative and accept to strike a compromise . 
the entire exercise to root oat martial and emergency laws from 
the law book of the country would be needlesslyput .in 
As Jordanians and non-Jordanians have revived foe news ithat 
martial and emergency systems are being phased out with muA 
rejoice and hope, that process must not be derailed now, so tafem 
thehour, overissues that most probably would not make much 
difference in the end. 

Meanwhile, foe executive branch must cleave m “ ne * 
they have readied. If necessary, the whole subject matter mu^he 
farther explained to the people with a view to soliciting tteir 
support for the proposed compromise. Afterell parti amen lagans 
aresupposed to heed foe opinions of tbmeonsrituenaesami the 
more active the central governments profile is on this issue, toe 
more the public can be expected to intervene in favour ^of 
common sense and moderation. In this vem, airing ou _ 
of academicians, scholars, jurists and statesmen in public is a must 
in order to elucidate and articulate better the position of the 
ttwintrv on the subiect. But to leave the proposed new legislations 


Arab-American political involvement steadily increasing 


By Rosalind Mandine 


WASHINGTON — Arab-Amer- 
ican political involvement in pres- 
idential elections has progressed 
steadily over the years. There was 
a time when presidential cam- 
paigns spurned Arab-American 
endorsements, Jim 2U>gby, direc- 
tor of the Arab American Insti- 
tute, recalls. Today, Arab Amer- 
icans hold top positions in the 
Republican and Democratic par- 
ties. 

In an interview with USIA, Mr. 
Zogby pointed out that in 1972 
the George McGovern presiden- 
tial campaign actually returned 
the endorsement of a small Arab- 
American political group, and in 
1980 Jimmy Carter’s campaign 
organised on Arab-American 
committee that lasted only three 
days because of political 
pressure. 

By 1984, however, the political 
picture for Arab-Americans 
changed for the better, due to 
hard work and improved orga- 
nisation by the community and a 
growing sense of acceptance by 
the American political party 
apparatus. 

In the 1984 presidential elec- 
tions, Jesse Jackson and Presi- 


dent Ronald Reagan organised 
Arab-American committees in 
their campaigns. Mr. Zogby 
served as Mr. Jackson’s deputy 
campaign manager, the first 
Arab-American to hold such a 
high position in a presidential 
campaign. Soon afterwards, Mr. 
Zogby helped to establish the 
Arab American Institute with the 
goal of increasing Arab-Amer- 
ican political involvement. 

Since then, Arab-Americans 
have been elected to local and 
national offices in increasing 
greater numbers and have 
attained party leadership roles in 
both the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties, Mr. Zogby noted. 

Arab-Americans are delegates 
to national political conventions 
and running platform committees 
for several state political parties, 
Mr. Zogby said. The platform 
committee helps to shape the 
policy of state Democratic and 
Republican parties. 

Currently, more tban 100 
Arab-Americans occupy local 
elected offices, 32 Arab-Amer- 
icans are mayors and there are 
three Arab-Americans in the 
U.S. Congress, Mr. Zogby 
pointed out. Those numbers may 
increase in the 1992 elections, he 
said, with an estimated 37 Arab- 


American candidates running for 
local and national offices. 

The goal for 1992 is to “soli- 
dity” the gains made by the com- 
munity,” Mr. Zogby said. 


“Currently, more 
than 100 Arab- 
Americans occupy 
local elected 
offices, 32 Arab- 
Americans are 
mayors and there 
are three Arab- 
Americans in the 
U.S. Congress." 


The Arab-American Institute’s 
strategy, called “Challenge 92,” 
is “to increase Arab-Americans 
directly involved in the presidential 
campaign, to increase Arab-Amer- 
ican voter registration, and to get 


Arab-American issue concerns — 
domestic and foreign — directly into 
the political process,” Mr. Zogby 
explained. 

On the presidential campaign, 
Mr. Zogby said, foe institute en- 
courages Arab-Americans to run 
as delegates to the party conven- 
tions. “We want them there at 
the convention — the best school 
available to learn how foe politic- 
al process works,” he said. 

“We want them to run. We 
want them to win and to be 
empowered, because empower- 
ment is what it is all about,” he 
added. 

One necessary ingredient for 
empowerment is voting, Mr. 
Zogby stressed. “If you don’t 
vote, you can’t play. If you can’t 
play, you don’t get a say... So it is 
really important to get them 
through the process,” he said. 

The institute has seven field 
staff members in cities with large 
Arab-American communities 
who are going door-to-door and 
sending out thousands of mailings 
in order to increase voter reg- 
istration. Mr. Zogby said. 

Mr. Zogby underscored the im- 
portance of registering to vote by 
telling the story of one recent 
Middle Eastern immigrant in the 
state of California who expanded 


her political involvement from 
registering to vote to participat- 
ing in a political caucus to even- 
tually rising to the executive 
board of foe state’s Democratic 
Party. 

Domestic and foreign policy 
concerns for Arab-Americans 
will go hand-in-hand daring this 
election, Mr. Zogby said. 

Stressing that the U.S. -Arab 
relationship must be protected 
and developed for political as 
well as economic reasons, Mr. 
Zogby said this “is an issue that 
we win take to voters this year.” 

Hie issue will be discussed not 
only .in the context of the peace 
process bat also in foe context of 
creating jobs — a vital concern 
for most Americans, Mr. Zogby 
said. 

“You want to talk jobs? Let’s 
talks about increased trade. You 
want to talk jobs? Let’s talks 
about having a normal political 
and economic relationship with 
the Arab World,” he said. 

Mr. Zogby said that Arab- 
Americans may employ a different 
strategy to bring the peace pro- 
cess into the debate at the nation- 
al party conventions this time 
around. 

In the 1988 elections, Arab- 
Americans fought to get the issue 


of a Palestinian homeland on the 
Democratic Party platform. They 
survived a lively debate and suc- 
ceeded in getting the issue on the 
platform. This year the (immun- 
ity is looking to building a bi- 
partisan. national consensus on 
the peace process. Mr. Zogby 
said. 

“We would like to see bi- 
partisan support for the peace 
process and for the principles 
enunciated by the president — 
land for peace. Palestinian rights 
and Israeli security. If the princi- 
ples of the peace process can be 
endorsed by both parties (Repub- 
lican and Democrat), we would 
prefer to see no challenge, no 
debate.” he explained. 

Mr. Zogby noted that recent 
AA1 studies and polls conclude 
that “most Americans support 
the peace process." This attitude 
and a growing relationship with 
the American Jewish community 
have contributed to opening up 
the process of Arab-American 
political involvement, be said. 

“We’re very optimistic right 
now about the prospects of our 
empowerment, the prospects of 
our developing this debate and of 
our being viewed as a central 
participant in the debate,” Mr. 
Zogby said. 


Jordanians score low in international assessment test 


By Khadjja AI Muhaisen 

An international assessment 
test for mathematics and scien- 
ce was conducted in 1991. The 
assessment attempted to rate 
the mathematics and science 
skills of 9-and-13-year old stu- 
dents from Brazil, Canada, 
China, England, France. Hun- 
gary, Ireland. Israel, Italy, Jor- 
dan, Korea. Mozambique. 
Portugal, Scotland, Slovenia, 
the former Soviet Union, 
Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
and the U.S. 

The International Assess- 
ment of of Educational Prog- 
ress (1AEP) was conducted by 
the Educational T esting Ser- 
vice (ETS). The ETS is a 
nonprofit-making oraganisa- 
tion, headquartered in Prince- 
ton, New Jersey. It administers 
more than seven million exams 
a year in the U.S. and 170 
other countries. Among those 
exams are the well-known 


Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT) for the College Board, 
as well as the TOEFL for 
foreign students. The fending 
for this International Assess- 
ment of Educational Progress 
(IAEP) came from the Nation- 
al Science Foundation (NSF), 
the U.S. Department of 
Education's National Centre 
for Education Statistics 
(NCES) and the Carnegie Cor- 
poration. 

The test in Jordan was car- 
ried out by choosing random 
samples of students from 
schools all over the Kingdom. 
Jordan only participated in the 
13 years age-group. The visits 
to the schools were un- 
announced. The tests were 
wrapped in sealed bags and 
opened one hour before the 
exam. 

At the mathematics test, 
China scored highest for the 
13-year age-group. Next came 
Korea. Jordan was below the 


IAEP average, scoring 40 per 
cent while the average was 58 
per cent. The lowest ten per 
cent of Swizerland and China 
scored almost as well as Jor- 
dan’s average! 

It was found that the percen- 
tage of students who spent four 
hours or more on their m aths 
homework each week, in Jor- 
dan, was 14 per cent, whereas 
it was 37 per cent and 33 per 
cent for China and Korea re- 
spectively. 

The percentage of students 
who had less than 25 books at 
home m Jordan was 51 per 
cent; in China and Korea it was 
26 per cent and 24 per cent 
respectively. The percentage 
of students who spent two 
hours or more on all home- 
work everyday was 56 per cent 
in Jordan. In China, by com- 
parison it was 44 per cent, 
Korea 41 per cent. 

It was found that leisure 
reading, time invested in 


homework and time spent 
watching television were dis- 
ectly related to mathematics 
achievement in many of the 
participating countries. 

In the science test, on the 
other hand, Korea sewed the 
highest for the 13 year age- 
group. Jordan again, scored 
below the IAEP average for 
the same age -group, scoring 57 
per cent while the average was 
67 per cent. The percentage of 
schools with general or special- 
ised laboratories was 65 per 
cent for Jordan, 87 per cent for 
Korea. 

The percentage of students 
who spent two hours or more 
on all homework everyday was 
54 per cent in Jordan and 38 
per cent in Korea. It was found 
that students in Jordan, who 
were relatively lower perfor- 
mers, have the greatest, per- 
centage of students with posi- 
tive attitudes (82 per cent). 
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"I tried letting my conscience be my guide, but 
my conscience doesn't know the way any 
better than I do." 


Archie Lapointe, executive 
director of the Centre for the 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress for ETS, visited 
schools during the survey in 
many countries. He remarked: 
“The South Korean students 
applauded and cheered their 
classmates as they left homer- 
ooms to take foe exam. Once 
tiie booklets were collected, it 
wasn’t uncommon for students 
to shake my hand and thank 
me for giving them an oppor- 
tunity to take the test. This has 
never happened to me in an 
American school P’ 

In their press release on 
February 5, foe ETS found 
that the assessment conducted 
“found no dear relation be- 
tween educational results and 
many of foe approaches advo- 
cated for school reform.” 

The ETS has tried to ex- 
amine the results and give a 
reasonable explanation for 
their outcome. It was found 
that money alone was not the 
decisive factor in education. 


“The U.S. spends 7.5 per cent 
of its gross national product on 
education, the second highest 
percentage, yet scored close to 
the bottom in three of the four 
assessments for age-groups 
(for science and math).” 
Hungary ranked in the top 
half of both age groups in each 
subject despite having among 
the lowest average number of 
school days (177).” 

The results of Jordan in this 
assessment are quite unfortun- 
ate. One, though, should not 
simply give in. The causes that 
lead to such a low performance 
— whether the monev devoted 
to education, the number of 
school days, the curricula in 
our schools, or foe teachers 
and students themselves — 
these causes and variables have 
to be thoroughly investigated 
and studied. One always hopes 
for the better! 

The writer is studying English 
literature and business at the 
university of Jordan. 



Pass the salt, please! 


To the Editor: 

Since foe unusually cruel winter and snow folk 
Jordan has been almost totally parS?! SSE* 1 ' 

«« **■■. peopi, »tr h ;bc u ; 

their homes; Jordan resembled a ghost plare " ^ 
While we thank and praise foe efforts nf aii 

for «“ doing to normalise Hfetn jo 

high tune that we derive lessons from these experfe™ 
to cope and five ui every possible circumstance TJS 
use of salt to clear the streets must be on th#. ? 
help over thr« million people go about t£ir 5X2 di 
is an inexpensive commodity, readily available^! TZi 
in Azrak, the Dead Sea or Aqaba. UEeSzS Jordan 
salt is damaging to cars, but sc? is ice 
iX country can continue functioning 8 

Then, of course, cleaning foe mes^ffte Itrrw* 
proWem m tern* of manpower and machfoe^r^fk n 
solved.. How about hiring some of the sn t{ 

could give then, so™ S ? ^7^ 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contri 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle lTn 
pobbcahM, eootahtoe irite! 

preferably address as well. Names can btnZ 
irarest and under special circumstances lZS, 


. \ 
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By Dr. Athed A1 Jomard 

Only few studies have attempted 
to measure the relative distribu- 
tion of income in Iordan and 
speculate on its pattern. Probably 
a well-known study ' in that re- 
spect is the one by Professor J. 
Dajani whose results were pub- 
lished in the Jordan Times on 
An gust 31. 1986. 

By using data on family ex- 
penditure from a comprehensive 
study conducted by the Royal 
Scientific Society in 1973, Profes- 
sor Dajani found that the Gini 
index, an index used to measure 
relative income inequality, had 
the value in Jordan, of 0.38. This 
value is considered comparatively 

high, indicating high inequality in 
the distribution of income m Jor- 
dan. By comparing his figures 
with thaw of a partial study on 
femOy expenditure, conducted by 


Income distribution and poverty in Jordan: a change in 


the Institute of Vocational Train- 
tag in 1981, which was confined 
to the Amman-Zarka region. 
Professor Dajani concluded that 
40 per cent of the population did 
not experience real improvement 
in their standard of living, as the 
realised 5.3 per cent in their 
income did not cover the increase 
in the cost of living in that period. 
He, therefore, stated that the real 
growth of income belonged to 60 
per cent of the population. 

It does seem, however, that the 
data of the 1973 study is rather 
Outdated now. and the fact that 
the study conducted in 1981 was 
incomplete makes the results de- 
rived from the comparison of its 
data with that of the 1973 study 
rather unreliable. Due to the lack 
of information, therefore. Profes- 
sor Dajani was unable to assess 
whether a change in the relative 
distribution of income has taken 


place. 

However, since that time, two 
comprehensive studies on the 
family expenditure and income 
were reliably conducted in Jordan 
and the detailed results were pub- 
lished. In my research on this 
subject I have used three indexes 
of income inequality (Gini Index. 
Kuznets Index, Thiel Index). All 
those indexes indicated a reduc- 
tion in inequality during the 
period 1980-1987. It was found 
that the value of the Gini Index, 
for the distribution of expendi- 
ture in die country as a whole, 
decreased from 0.403 in 1980 to 
0.275 in 1987, while chose of 
Kuznets and Tbiei decreased . 
from 0314 and 0.288 to 0.22 and 
0.19 respectively. The reduction 
of inequality was experienced in 
the rural as well as the urban 
areas, as indicated in Table 1. 

The study of the relative dis- 


tribution of income in the gov- 
emorates of Jordan indicated a 
similar pattern. Income inequal- 
ity decreased in each of the gov- 
emorates. In the region of Am- 
man, for example, where the 
inequality is comparatively high, 
the value of Gini index decreased 
from 0.46 in 1980, to 0.39 in 1987. 
In the region of Ma’an, where 
inequality is comparatively low. 
the value of Gini index decreased 
from 0.36 in 1980, to 0.25 in 1987. 
It has also been realised that by 
using the constant prices of 1980, 
20 per cent of the low-income 
population experienced a real in- 
crease in their income of 120 per 
cent, while 20 per cent of the 
high-income population experi- 
enced a real increase of 20 per 
cent of only. 

These results are shown in 
Table 2. 

Again this partem was the 
same in each of the governo rates. 


During the 1980's, and to be 
precise, the first half of it, the real 
growth rate of the gross domestic 
product for the period 1980-1985 
was 4.2 per cent, compared to the 
planned real growth rate of this 
period as indicated in the second 
five-year plan which was 11.1 per 
cent. Also, the real growth rate of 
investment was 0.8 per cent com- 


pared to the planned growth rate 
of 12.2 per cent. Exports and 
imports grew by 2.9 per cent and 
3.4 per cent compared to the 
planned rates of 13.7 per cent and 
21.7 per cent respectively. 

The failure to achieve growth 
rates close to the planned does 
was accompanied by a dear suc- 
cess in securing a remarkable 


reduction in the inequality in the 
distribution of income and reduc- 
ing poverty, which was one of the 
targets that the economic plan- 
ners of Iordan had set for them- 
selves in the last three-five-year 
plans. 


The above is an extract from a 
lecture delivered at the Abdul 
Hamccd Shoman Foundation on 
November 1991. The writer is 
a professor at the Mosul Uni- 
versity. in northern Iraq. 


Table 2 

Real growth of average annual family income for various income 
groups in the country as a whole tat the constant prices of 1980) 


Table 1 

Values of Indexes of expenditure distribution 
in the country as a whole 


19 8 0 


19 8 7 


Income Groups 


Average 

Family 
income 
in Dinars 
1980 


Avenge 

Family 

Income 

in Dinars 

I9S7 


Real 

Growth 

Rate 



country 

urban 

rural 

country 

urban 

rural 

Lowest 20 per cent 
2nd 20 per cent 

■126 

1110 

93S 

1473 

13.2 

4.7 

Gini 

0.403 

0.396 

0.342 

0.275 

0.278 

0.H7 

3rd 20 per cent 
4th 20 per cent 

1515 

2379 

2(M? 

2918 

3.4 

Kuznets 

0314 

0325 

0.302 

0.22 

0.227 

0.192 

Upper 20 per cent 

5587 

r>72(j 

3.1 

Thiel 

0.288 

0.281 

0.217 

0.198 

0.206 

0.185 

Country as a whole 

220o 

2S24 

4.1 


Source: 1. Family Expenditure Study i 9 gu. 

2. Family Expenditure and Income Study 1986-1987. 


Source: 1. Family Expenditure Study of 1980. 

2: Family Expenditure and Income of 1^8o-l987. 


Turkish nationalists warn 
of civil war with Kurds 


■ By Ayse Sarioglu 
Reuter 

ANKARA — Rightwingers de- 
manding harsh measures to crush 
'Kurdish nationalism have warned 
the Turkish government that soft- 
pedalling will lead to civil war. 

“If measures are not taken or 
are delayed, and if a chain of 
concessions continues, a bloody 
dvil war in Turkey will become 
unavoidable,*' said a report by 
the Turkish Hearths, a group set 
□p early this century to nurture 
Turkish nationalism. 

The report, leaked to the 
media this week, ws submitted to 
) President Turgut Ozal and Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel in 
November after two newly- 
elected Kurdish deputies caused 
an uproar in Parliament for voic- 
ing nationalist sentiments on be- 
half of Turkey's 10 million ethnic 
Kurds. 

Mr. Ozal, blamed by rightwin- 
gers for legalising the use of 
spoken Kurdish last year, has 
urged tougher action against the 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK), 
fighting an eight-year’ guerrilla 
war for an independent state in 
the southeast. 


Referring to rising anger 
against the PKK, Mr. Ozal said 
this month: “We are receiving 
information that in certain places 
in Anatolia, associations to de- 
fend Turkey are being estab- 
lished." 

In other signs of emotions on 
the boil, policemen shouting 
“blood for blood*' and “down 
with the PKK” staged unruly 
marches in two dries after a 
left-wing group thought to be 
allied with the PKK killed four 
police and a top security pro- 
secutor. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Six people said to support the 
PKK were killed separately in the 
turbulent southeast during the 
last few weeks. 

Mehroet Demir, an official of 
the Knrdish-based People's 
Labour Party (HEP), is still mis- 
sing after his disappearance in the 
southeastern dty of Diyarbakir 
last month. His relatives accused 
security forces of kidnapping 
him. They denied it. 

Similar events last year, includ- 


ing the unsolved abduction, tor- 
ture and murder of HEP official 
Vedat Aydin, drew charges from 
the left that right-wing death 
squads were to blame. 

More than 3.300 people have 
been killed since the Marxist 
PKK, based in Lebanon's Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley, laun- 
ched its armed struggle in August 
1984. 

The highly-charged debate 
over Kurdish aspirations, 
whether for full independence or 
for greater rights within Turkey, 
has intensified as Turkish forces 
prepare to counter what the PKK 
says will be a spring offensive 
backed by a popular uprising. 

Parliament must debate next 
month whether to renew a state 
of emergency existing in 10 main- 
ly Kurdish provinces. 

The presence within Mr. De- 
mi re l's conservative-Sociai 
Democrat coalition government 
of a score of Kurdish nationalist 
deputies opposed to any renewal 
is sure to complicate the issue. 

The Turkish Hearths report 
calls for harsher measures such as 
martial law, military reinforce- 
ments and the carrying out of 
suspended death sentences to de- 


ter PKK violence. 

The group's chairman, Orhan 
Duzgunes, blamed politicians for 
giving credence to the idea — 
strongly disputed by the Turkish 
Hearths — that Kurds are ethni- 
cally separate from Turks. 

“Kurds are not a minority. 
They are (Turkish) citizens with 
equal rights.” the report says. A 
civil war sparked by “racist and 
separatist propaganda'* would 
lead to Turkey's collapse. 

Mr. Duzgunes said there were 
signs of rising anti-Kurdish senti- 
ment. especially in schools. “We 
have no information that the 
reaction has begun to solidify in 
organised form but our fear is 
that it may do so,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

Reversing an entrenched policy 
of denying that Kurds existed in 
Turkey. Mr. Demirel told crowds 
in Diyarbakir a month after his 
government took power: “We 
recognise the Kurdish reality.” 

. He promised “state compas- 
sion” and better living standards 
for the poverty-stricken Kurdish 
population mainly in the south- 
east. He also vowed to wage an 
uncompromising fight against the 
PKK,.. . 


Plot. . . Print. . .Design 


o a o 



6,000 
held in 
Algeria 

(Continued from page 1) 

• 

country “wishes for the success of 
efforts to overcome all temporary 
problems.*' 

Mauritania is the current presi- 
dent of the Arab Maghreb Un- 
ion, a grouping of North African 
actions. Last week. Portugal rec- 
ognised the legitimacy of the new 
government. 

Slate radio reported Saturday 
more than 100 arrests and eight 
deaths in confrontations between 
fundamentalists and security 
forces on Friday. Further arrests 
were carried out Saturday in 
several Algiers neighbourhoods, 
but no official figures were avail- 
able. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A LEADING INDUSTRIAL FIRM IN AMMAN 
ANNOUNCES AN OPENING FOR A RECENT 
GRADUATE IN ENGINEERING OR BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

CANDIDATES MUST BE QUALIFIED FROM A 
BRITISH OR AMERICAN UNIVERSITY. HAVE A 
GOOD COMMAND OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 
HAVE GOOD EXPERIENCE WITH P.C.’s 
(PREFERABLY APPLE P.C.’s) 

PLEASE WRITE TO P.O.BOX 3358 AMMAN, 
ENCLOSING YOUR C.V. AND A RECENT PHOTO. 

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH 
STRICT CONFIDENCE. 
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For over 30 years, Calcocnp has set the 
pace in the computer graphics industry 
by becoming the world leader in 
providing quality products for business, 
engineering, graphic design and scientific 
applications. 

Plotters, Printers, Displays and Graphic 
Digitizing tablets to complement your 
computer system, make up Calcomp's full 
range of input, output and display 
products. 

Calcomp draws on your imagination. 
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A Lockheed Company 



(^OHtcenf Trading and Contracting Co. 


Jr/l circle. Prince Mohammad St. Phone 6-}-i2-)6 7 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWtfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKWG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWAROJKG, DOOR-to 

door services AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

L AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 6CW676 604696 
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^ INT’L EST. 1 
1 Packing, shipping, 1 
m forwarding, storage, ■ 
jt clearing, door-to-door m 
m service § 

Air, Sea and Land 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent anefl 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

iFor further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


hfel. 810605, 810609, 

810520. 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30 % torpor 

• From M etal Frame 

13 x T8c.ni 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahltyyah Girls School 

Tahamvay (smaOaMs 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 939998 
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/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 
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MANDAMN RESTAPSAOTI 

Special Grinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|0pcn HJ0-3J0 A KW-II-& <fai>y| 

Take away Is avaflabte 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hote l 

pfgL 661922, Amman) ./^> 

Cnee Tasted /y? 
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RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 
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real estate 
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us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 
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AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12&-15&& 1&30-23& 

Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

iJj£<|ljl= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


























Ukrainian hopes Olympic gold 
medal means financial rewards 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 

— Viktor Petrenko hopes the 
Olympics figure skating crown 
will translate into financial secur- 
ity for his family in the Ukraine. 

In a feat never accomplished by 
a skater from the defunct Soviet 
Union, Petrenko won the gold 
medal Saturday night with an 
athletic and difficult free skating 
routine at the Albertville ice are- 
na. He represented the Unified 
Team of five former Soviet re- 
publics. 

Paul Wylie of the United States 
took the silver medal with a 
stirring performance on his 4'/i 
minute programme that 
pushed him ahead of Petr Bam a 
of Czechoslovakia. 

Bama. the European cham- 
.pion. landed the first quadruple 
jump ever seen in the Olympics 
but he fell once and had other 
flaws. His marks earned the 
bronze medal. 

Wylie’s silver medal kept in 
intact a streak of American men's 
medals in figure skating that 
stretches back 12 years. 

While Petrenko was winning 
the first gold medai in the event v 
for the former Soviet Union — * 
despite falling on one triple jump 

— Wylie impressed the crowd of- 
9,000, if not all the judges. 

**1 feel I did almost the best job 
that I could have done,” Wylie 
said. "That alone is the most 


satisfying thing.” 

Although Wylie's spins were 
superior, Petrenko had better 
footwork. The Ukrainian also did 
his triple salchow coming out of 
some footwork. Wylie did not. 

Wylie landed all six of his triple 
jumps and Petrenko bit five. 

"I don't believe it, I just don't 
believe it,” said Petrenko, a 22- 
year-old from Odessa who also 
won the bronze medal at the 1988 
Olympics. 

Meanwhile Norway's Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt gave the Olym- 
pics another Alpine skiing sur- 
prise Sunday, while two Swiss 
bobsledders finally gave their na- 
tion a gold medal. 

The German skiing-and- 
shooti ng team helped keep their 
newly unified nation atop the 
medal standings by beating the 
athletes of what has the Soviet- 
Union for the first time in an 
Olympic biathlon relay. 

Germany collected seven of the 
32 gold medals decided so far, 
and 18 medals in all. The Unified 
Team and Austria each won 14 
medals, with the Unified Team 
ahead five to four in golds. 

Surprising Norway, now with 
10 medals in all, gained its fifth 
gold when Aamodt beat four- 
time World Cup champion Marc 
Girardelli of Luxembourg 
through the tight curves of the 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ruddock stops Page in eighth round 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Donovan "Razor” Ruddock, rhe last 
fighter to fight Mike Tyson, ushered in the post-Tyson 
heavyweight era on a most fitting note Saturday night. Ruddock 
used his powerful left hook to finally stop a game Greg Page at the 
end of the eighth round of their scheduled 10-round fight to stake 
his claim to challenge for the heavyweight title now held by 
Evander Holyfield. Ruddock, who hadn't fought since losing a 
12-round decision to Tyson last June, was rusty but showed 
flashes of Tyson-like power in his left in stopping Page after a 
bruising eight rounds in an indoor arena at the Mirage. “1 hit him 
hard and harder and harder,” said Ruddock. "I knew Page had 
come to fight.” Also winning by knockout were Bert Cooper and 
former champion Tony Tucker, while James “bonecrusher” 
Smith scored a unanimous decision win in his heavyweight fight. 

Briton wins 1st Vietnam Marathon 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam (AP) — A British resident of 
Hong Kong won Vietnam's first major marathon Sunday after 
American legend Bill Rodgers budded under the heat. Some 
American war veterans ran on behalf of their former comrades-in- 
arms. Tim Sautar, 36_ sl British lawyer living in Hong Kong, 
crossed the finish line in 2 hours, 43 minutes and 26 seconds for 
his first marathon victory. Luu Van Hung of Vietnam finished 
second in 2:44.52 and Christian Debenath of France was third. 
The weekend of races was organised by the Communist govern- 
ment as part of its search for international support and tourism 
revenue to help its economy, which has sagged under a 
. 17-year-old U.S. trade embargo. 

Lens crashes Marseille 2-1 

PARIS (R) — French soccer champions Marseille crashed 
Saturday to only their third defeat of the season when they lost 2-1 
away to Lens. Cheered on by a record crowd of 49,000. 
middle-of-the-table Lens took the lead after just five minutes 
when striker Roger Boli netted a centre from Jean-Marc 
Adjovi-Bocco. His brother Basile Boli, the Marseille defender, 
struck back after 24 minutes, driving home a Trevor Steven cross. 
Francis Gillot restored Lens’ lead in the 60th minute and they 
clung to their lead despite frantic pressure led by Jean-Pierre 
Papin and Chris Waddle. Marseille lead the first division by a 
point from Monaco who won their match away to Nimes Friday 
thanks to a solitary goal by Portuguese striker Gil Rui Banos. 

Australian shatters swimming record 

SYDNEY IR) — Australian swimmer Keiren Perkins shattered 
the 800 metres freestyle world record for the second time in six 
months and set his second world record in two weeks Sunday. 
Perkins set off at a blistering pace and was inside world record 
schedule for the entire race ro finish in seven minutes 46.6 seconds 
at the New South Wales Swimming Championships. He slashed 
1.25 seconds off his old mark, set in a 1500 metres race at the Pan 
Pacific Games in Edmonton. Canada. last August. Perkins, 1500 
metres freestyle silver medalist at last year’s World Cham- 
pionships. also smashed the 1500 metres short course world 
record in Canberra on Feb. 2. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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SPURN THE OBVIOUS 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K 7 5 
' J92 

J 9 7 I 2 

* Q 5 

WEST EAST 

♦ A J 10 6 2 4843 

T 6 4 8 7 3 

: 10 K Q 8 

* K 8 6 3 2 * J 10 9 4 

SOUTH 

♦ Q 9 

: A K Q 10 6 
A 8 5 3 

* A 7 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 ^ 1 ♦ 2 . Pass 

4 ■' Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of . 

When this hand was ployed in a 
major national chumpinn.ship. 13 of 
15 declarers made the obvious play 
nt the first trick. By no strange coin- 
cidence. all of them failed tn bring 
home their contract. 

North had just about enough to 
raw in two hearts after the nvercall. 
Once the fit was revealed. South was 
happy to go on to game. 

The ten of diamonds was the uni- 
versal choice lor the opening lend. 
Most declarers covered with dum- 
my's jack, captured East's queen 
with ihe ace and then drew trumps. 


Declarer then tried to set up a dia- 
mond for a club discard. Unfortu- 
nately. East won the diamond with 
the eight and shifted to the jack of 
clubs, and declarer could not avoid 

losing n trick in each black suit in 
addition to the two diamond tricks 
that were the defenders due. Down 
one. 

The two successful declarers real- 
ized the opening lead marked East 
with the king-quern of diamonds, so 
Weal almost surely had the king of 
dubs tn justify the overcnll. There- 
fore. East had to be kept off lead as 
long as possible to shut out a play 
through the ace nf dub*. 

As the first stage in that cam- 
paign the two declarers did not cov- 
er West's ten nf diamonds with the 
jack. East could not split the honors 
without surrendering u diamond 
trick, and both declarers allowed 
West's ten to win! 

It made no difference what West 
did next. In the event both shifted to 
a trump. Declarer extracted all the 
trumps, cashed the ace of diamonds 
and exited with a diamond, setting 
up a long card in dummy. 

East shifted to a club, but in vain. 
Declarer m*e with the ace and 
reached the table with a diamond to 
discard the losing club nn the 13th 
diamond— -making four-odd. 


super-giant slalom course. Three 
of the top four finishers were 
Norwegian. 

Norway's showing in these 
games is its best since it led the 
1968 Grenoble Olympic medal 
standings with six gold and 14 in 
all. 

Hie 20-year-old Aamodt, not a 
high supre-G finisher in World 
Cup races since his silver m last 
year's World Championships, 
won by .73 seconds, a wide mar- 
gin in an event often decided by 
hundredths. 

Girardelli's silver was his first 
Olympic medal ever. 

Jan Einar Thorsen, who won 
the downhill portion of the com- 
bined east Monday, took the 
bronze and fellow Norwegian Ole 
Christian Furuseth was fourth. 

Gustav Weder and Donat Ack- 
lm, vaulting up from ninth place 
after the first of four runs over 
two days, rocketed to the two- 
man bobsled gold for Switzerland 
by .29 seconds over Germans 
Rudi Lochner and Markus Zim- 
mermann. 

Another German pair, Christ- 
oph Langen and Gunther Eger, 
took the bronze, .37 behind the 
winners, on the ice shoot at La 
Plagne. 

Hie Germans in the men's 4 x 
7.5-kilometre biathlon relay beat 
the Unified Team by 22.8 seconds 


in Les Saisies. 

Mark Kirehner, who led a 1-2 
German finish in the 10k. indi- 
vidual race, gained his second 
gold here. Sweden rook the 
bronze. 

In five Alpine ski races so far in 
these games, the only favourite 
who was won has been Austria's 
Petra Kronberger, in the 
women’s combined. 

Saturday’s surprise winner in 
the women’s downhill, "all or 
nothing” skier Kerrin Lee- 
Gartner of Canada, had a pre- 
monition, however, of victory. 

After cratraring the favoured 
Europeans down the treacherous 
“Iron rock” women’s downhill 
course Saturday, Lee-Gartner 
mentioned that in 1990. “I had a 
dream in French and the guy was 
saying: ‘medaille d’or, Canadien- 
ne (gold medal, Canadian). “I 
have no idea why I dreamed it. 
Maybe this this says why today.” 

She was the first non-European 
ever to win a Winter Olympics 
women’s downhill. 

Lindh, six-hundredths of a 
second behind, won the silver 
medal. Austria's Veronika Wal- 
linger was three-hundredths of a 
second behind Lindh. Also within 
a fifth of a second of the winner 
were Germany’s Katja Seizinger 
in fourth and combined event 
gold medalist Petra Kronberger 
of Austria in fifth. 


Cason caps blazing indoor 
season with fast 50m win 


LOS ANGELES (R) — U.S. 
sprinter Andre Cason capped his 
blazing indoor season with a 
near-record win in the men's 50 
metres to the Los Angeles Invita- 
tional Grand Prix athletics meet- 
ing. 

Ukrainian pole vault great 
Sergei Bubka missed just before 
midnight in his attempt to better 
the world record be set last year. 

Cason, who has set two world 
indoor records this year, was only 
one- hundredth of a second away 
from a third, easily winning the 
men's 50 metres in 5.62 seconds. 

First out of the blocks, Cason 
led the whole way, but was just 
shy of the 5.61-second record set 
in 1980 by Manfred Kokot of east 


Germany in the infrequently run 
indoor 50 metres. 

“If I had run through the line 
instead of leaning I would have 
run around 5.60,” Cason said. 

Cason's win came just a day 
after he set his second world 
record this year in the men's 60 
metres with a time of 6.41 
seconds in Madrid, bettering his 
own record of 6.45 seconds set in 
Ghent, Belgium, on Jan. 29. 

Making Ins final vault just be- 
fore midnight, Bubka missed 
three tries at 6.13 metres. 

The 28-year old Bubka, who 
set the world indoor record of 
6.12 metres last March, had just 
scraped over the bar on his third 
try at six metres. 


Navratilova wins, Graf 
busted at Chicago Slims x 


CHICAGO (R) — Martina Nav- 
ratilova, one win away from set- 
ting a career singles record, was 
saved from having to face Steffi 
Graf for the Virginia Slims of 
Chicago title as Jana Novotna 
ousted the top-seeded German in 
the semifinals. 

The 35-year-old Navratilova, 
who currently shares the all-time 
mark of 157 career singles titles 
with Chris Evert, battled back to 
beat fellow-American Lori 
McNeil 1-6 6-4 64, while Novot- 
na rallied to take a 0-6 6-3 7-5 win 
over Graf. 

Novotna, the third seed from 
Czechoslovakia, collected herself 
after the opening-set thrashing by 
the world number two to con- 
tinue her success against Graf. 


"Even after losing the first set, 
I was able to put my game 
together, to calm down, to realise 
what 1 was doing wrong, what 
had to be done,” said Novotna. 

Novotna has never beaten Nav- 
ratilova in five tournament meet- 
ings, although she won a one-set 
exhibition 6-4 in Columbus, 
Ohio, prior to this toumamnet. 

“I said I wanted to play Marti- 
na,” Novotna said. “Now Til 
have that chance.” 

Navratilova will be seeking a 
$70,000 first prize along with a 
new entry in the record book. 

“It’ll be sweet when it hap- 
pens,” the fourth-ranked Navra- 
tilova said about setting the re- 
cord.” I’m looking forward ro 
that day. It may be tomorrow.” 


German minister: Sport 
must clean up its act 


BONN (R) — German sport was 
told to clean up its act by a 
government minister Sunday fol- 
lowing the suspension of double 
world sprint champion Kanin 
Krabbe and two fellow athletes 
for doping. 

Krabbe, winner of the women's 
100 and 200 metres titles at last 
year's Tokyo World Cham- 
pionships, was banned along with 
400 metres silver medallist Grit 
Breuer and former world sprint 
champion Silke Moeller by the 
German Athletics Federation 
(DLV) Saturday for tampering 
with urine samples. 

Interior Minister Rudolf Set- 
ters told the German News Agen- 
cy ADN that he viewed doping in 
sport with considerable concern. 

‘The drug- taking problem pre- 
sents a considerable danger for 
the whole of German top-level 
sport,” said Mr. Setters, whose 
portfolio includes sport. 

‘‘Sport has to find the strength 
itself to deal with the manipula- 
tion of athletes' health and of fair 
play,” he said. 

The DLV said in a statement 
Saturday that urine tests carried 
out on the three athletes last 
month at a training camp in South 
Africa were found to have been 
manipulated. 

The samples taken from the 
three athletes in South Africa 
showed no signs of doping but 
were analysed as coming from the 
same person. 

International Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation (IAAF) rales state 
that anyone evading or doctoring 
a drag test is liable to the same 
penalties asd an athlete whose 
test proves pove, and the stan- 
dard penalty is four years. 

Hie DLV also said it would no 
longer work with the athletes' 
trainer, Thomas Springstein. 

Springstein told reporters 
Saturday that the athletes would 
fight the ban through the courts if 
necessary. 

“I reject the accusation. There 
is no proof,” said Springstein. 
"Monday is training as usual.” 



Katrin Krabbe 

"The DLV made its decision 
because it had its back to the 
wall. They probably felt they 
needed to achieve something. We 
will appeal against this suspen- 
sion,” said Springstein. 

None of the three athletes was 
available for comment. 

The suspension was front-page 
news in the Bild Am Sonntag 
newspaper. But in the sports sec- 
tion Krabbe's fete was the third 
item after headlines about Ger- 
man speed skater Uwe-Jens 
Mey’s Olympic skating gold and a 
German soccer story. 

DLV President Helmut Meyer 
said in an interview Sunday with 
the German Sports News Agency 
(SID): “This was the worst deci- 
sion of my life. 

"But there was no other pos- 
siblity. naturally this is a terrible 
blow to us and for international 
athletics.” 

HeinerJank, manager of Krab- 
be's hometown athletics club in 
Neubrandenburg, said: "As long 
as no final evidence has been 
presented, our dub is backing the 
accused.” 

Krabbe and Breuer could be 
stripped of their Tokyo medals if 
the IAAF upholds the DLV find- 
ing that they had also tampered 
with samples as early as July last 
year, a month before the World 
Championships. 


Connors eliminated in Memphis 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — 
Tunmy Connors gave it all he had 
Saturday but his grand run fell 
short as 14th-seeded Malivai 
Washington took a 6-2 7-5 victory 
to reach the finals of the $780,000 
Federal Express International 
Tennis , Tournament. 

“He played well,” Connors, 
39, said about Washington. “It’s 
been a long week for me. I played 
a lot of tennis. It’s the best I had 
today. I can't do any more than 
that.” 

The 16-th-seeded Connors had 
ousted top-seeded Michael Stich, 
the reigning Wimbledon cham- 
pion, in the round of 16 and 
followed that by beating Aaron 
Krickstein in the quarters. 

But the 38th-ranked Washing- 
ton proved too tough. 

Washington, who made his first 
appearance in a final just last 
month in Auckland. New Zea- 
land, will face the winner of 
Saturday's other semifinal South 
African Wayne Ferreira. 

Ulike bis other opponents the 
week, the 22-year-old Washing- 
ton appeared unfazed by the on- 


court antics of ‘Connors. 

"One of my assets is being 
mentally strong,” Washington 
said. “Also, when you're win- 
ning, it’s easy to stay focused.” 

Washington jumped ahead of 
Connors from the outset, break- 
ing hiS'Sprve in file first game. 
Another break in the fifth game 
gave Washington a 4-1 lead. 

The second set was more tight- 
ly contested. 

Ferreira quickly claimed the 
other place in the final by beating 
Amos Mansdorf 6-2 6-3 in 56 
minutes. 

The 26th- ranked Ferreira has 
been brimming with confidence 
since beating John McEnroe in 
the quarterfinals of last month’s 
Australian Open. 

“I believe I have the ability to 
be in the top 10,” said Ferreira, 
who will be appearing in his first 
final.” 

“It’s just a matter of keeping 
things going. If I can do that, I 
think I have the ability to maybe 
be top-five, even number one. 
That’s what I'm going for in the 
years ahead.” 


WERE 5 SOMETHING YOU 
PROBABLY SHOULD KNOW. 



IF YOU WANT SOMETHING. 
THE TEACHER SAYS TO 
JUST RAISE YOUR HAND... 




Andy Capp 



f VDU'D BE OUT OF YOUR J 
> Der>TH THERE, AN EV. < 
f SHE WRITES FOR1ELDM 







Mutton* Jeff 


DA BLIN6. BECAUSE VOU‘t?E 
A MIDGET DON'T MAKE AHV l T WILL lf= 
difference tome-i - loi/ejwmn 
VDU/ SOU ARE MV FlRSTy^Jj^ 
love-hull uou be/2 consent 
MV ltffFE? 




.Gi 


ifTcanget ; 
VOUft FATHERS 

C0NSeNT?«UM, 

tmatsacinch/ 
U/HEREiSTHE 
SHRIMP/ 


IN 
THE 
NEXT 
ROOM/ 




57 

rLLTALX TUGKEV] 
TO THE LITTLE 
CUNT/ HE'LL 
CONSENT OR 

ELSE 


tft 


well? 


nothing/ 


B 1001 POME S.oe BEMMOtr 
f j aW-BOTOW reg SERVICE. HC 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 17, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroU lighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There are do aspects today that 
will assist you in expanding your 
present but it is a good day to bold 
conversations with those who are 
the most philosophical and upbeat. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid an outside matter that per- 
plexes you early, then you will be 
able to go after the peisooal wishes 
you desire with courage and confi- 
dence. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t chase a rainbow after break- 
fast but put your efforts in un- 
covering quietly better means by 
which to gain your private long- 


GEMIM: (May 21 to June 21) Put 
off an obligation you do not under- 
stand and go after your own inti- 
mate desires and use all possible 
Httv* to put your energies in these. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't react earty to a cold, 
rnlmhitmg outsider but instead get 
into your various career and credit 
vocational interests, make them 
work. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) Avoid 
tiresome tasks early and instead 
get into new phases and formulas 
for mairi^g whatever your adv- 
anced interests are present in your 
behalf. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Be serious minded early de- 
spite a dense to play and look into 


the various means by whi ch _ yo u 
can handle practical matters from a 
new stance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Don't be put out by some 
comment by a family member but 
look to dynamic individuals and- 
associations who can aid you to 
obtain your goals. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Start the week at whatever 
your activities with more entno- 
stasra and you will hnd you get 
much of value done quickly and 
with style. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A good time to get 
right into making more up to date 
whatever your special aptitudes w 
you gad bring them before the 
public with splendour. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your own home 
should be the centre of your 
thoughts today and tonight even- 
tbough it is the first day of the 
week and outside interests beckon. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This can be a very produc- 
tive day and evening for you to 
make new arrangements and put- 
ting in motion new Tonuulas and 
methods in past activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be alert and wide awake so 
some means now by which you can 
yin to your assets and gain prog- 
ress where your financial affairs 
are concerned. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


ViARpjG 

iZ-2* 



“Fat cells are attracted to my 
body because I'm so adorable!* 1 


Unscramble these IburJumbies, 
one letter to each square, to (onn 
four ordinary words. 


PLOIT 



□ 

□ 

□ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
| ( . . .by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

* 

He's done wonders 
tor his tom 


CROWE 


“m 



GAVESA 


TIT 

□ 

□ 



DALCUN 





A BUSINESSMAN 15 
, JUP6EI7 BY THE 
I COMPANY HE KEEPS — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form (he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: L 1 X I I I Y1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday’s Jumbtes: GROOM OCELOT BROKER 

‘ Answar Wlwn V°u vote a "straight" ticket it sometimes 
e candidate or two who is this— 
LnUOKEO 


THE Daily Crossword byc. F . 


ACROSS 
i Stghaf& word 
S Dutch painter 
S Gravy holder 
13 Beautician's 
lotion 

15 Mine entrance 

16 Jason’s ship 

17 Think 

18 “Beyond this — 
of tsars" 
(Montgomery] 

19 Spring 

20 Certain play 


22 

23 Pour down 

24 One who raises 

dogs 

2& Vegas starter 

29 R-fc, Leo' 5 

allegiance 

30 Close 

31 Possessions 
33 Snakes and 

turtles 

37 Getz or Kenton 

38 In favor of 

39 Cathedral 
section 

40 Algonquian chief 
43 Gob and tar 

45 Regal address 

46 Shriver of tennis 

47 Tip 

48 Chess pieces 
51 Anckmt theaters 

53 Book of maps 

54 Geometric arve 

59 Side dish 

60 Jennings or 
Ludwig 

81 — Heights 

62 Shankar of 
music 

63 Bark doth 

64 Build 

65 VlcWty 



Inc. 

*■ Riflna FtesavM 


67 Playthings 

DOWN 
1. Mighty mto 
2 Easy gait 
3tra8godye 

4 Mexico mister 

5 Kind Of Cigar 


8 Furniture style 

7 Capp character 

8 Sou ft — Marfa 
• 9 "Swan Lake- 

star 

10 Mountain nymph 

11 Marble 

12 Drunkard 
14 Edit 

21 Go up 

22 County or hot 
end 

25 Agent for short 

26 Not as much 

27 The Charles' pet 

28 Kind of party 

32 Ingrid Bergman 
fflm 

33 Caviar 

34 Golden fabric 

35 Fifty-fifty 

36 Remit 

36 Cdflege entrant 

41 MAra measures 

42 Vein contents 

43 Marquis de — 

44 Come Into view 


SatnnbYs Puzzle Solve 


Hnran nnnr 
naaa Bmm 
noon nraraor 
EGHlHLlfiniHr 
„ Rnnijnn 
oiiinpiQ . u Hr 

non nnnHnr 
sanflHEDH- L 
„,Brao nnnr 

nnHiH nijcirac 
nncin nnnnr 

mm nnfj n* 


SSr-"- IS 

SSK® 
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Financial 


Markets 


In cd operation with 
Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 7 - February 14, 1992) 


AMMAN — After faffing sharply due to the release of negative 
anc mptaym cnt figures m the U.S. at the end of the previous wGck. thc 
U-S. currency witnessed a gradual appreciation during all of last week's 
trading seaaoea. It dun ended die week an average of 4.25 per cent 
jBgjjeragainst European currencies and two per cent higher against the 
fnjfflncue yen. 

. Tlte dollar ended at what proved to be its lowest levels of tbc week 
Monday, Ooang in Now York at 1.5780 marks, $1.8185 to the pound 
nnrhog and at 126.78 yen to the dollar. These dosing rates mat erfoH iif d 
on the back of predominantly technical trading activity, in which dealers 
bid the UJS. currency higher while awaiting the release of new U.S. 
Kwonnc s ta tistic s towards the end of the week. 

Tuesday witnessed another substantial appreciation in dollar ex- 
change rates, in which the U.S. currency broke through resistance at 127 
■ye n to th e dollar. Its rise was attributed to comments by the Fed 
dninmu, in winch he stated his opposition to a "... weak dollar policy” 
arid maintaine d that it -would be M ... counterproductive to tbe U.S. 
economy.” 

The dollar continued to rise against European currencies Wednesday, 
br eaching r es i st ance at 1.60 marks. Its rise against the yen was capped 
by comments from Japan's finance minister and the governor of the 
Bank of Japan, in which both officials Cried to explain Fed's chairman 
comments and tamed at their opposition to a weaker yen. 

Thursday witnessed yet another dollar rally against European 
currencies, while its rise against tbe yen was limited by fear of central 
bank intervention. This latest rally was inspired by tbe release of U.S. 
retail sales data for January showing a rise of 0.9 per cent. The positive 
rataQ sales figures gave dealers yet another reason to buy dollars, in a 
market where sentiment has recently become quite positive for the U.S. 
currency. 

After dropping substantially at tbe release of U.S. industrial 
production and producer price figures for January Friday, the 
rallied to dose at its highest levels of the week. The dollar hit a low of 
1.6130 marks when producer prices showed a 0.3 per cent decline, while 
industrial production was reported to have declined by 0.9 per cent in 
die same month. But a combination of technically driven demand at 
1.6150 marts and reportedly strong demand from the Middle East soon 
lifted foe U-S- currency to a high of 1.6350 marks. The dollar later 
dosed below Its day's bighs as some dealers squared positions for fear of 
central bank intervention and ahead of a U.S. holiday Monday. 

Wink expectations of a higher dollar in the medium to long term 
prevail, short term expectations remain mixed in view of conflicting 
signals from U.S. economic statistics. As a result, observers are 
predicting large fluctuation margins for foe dollar in foe week ahead 
ranging from 1.62 to 1.6550 marks and from 127.00- to 129.00 yen. 


Now York C l osi n g Bates for Major Currencies Against the 
VS. Dollar 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


7. 2. 7992 
Close 


7. £385 


7.5580 


1.3295 


5.3720 


725,33 


14. t. 7992 
Close 


7.7770 


1.6265 


1.4659 


5.5335 - 


127.90 


Percent 

Change 


i 3.67 )g 


4.21 IS 


5.27 )% 


{ 4.00 IS 


2.00 IS 


' CM> IVr ST«: 

Bun Cu rr en cy Inti o at Rates' 


Currency 


UdS- Dollar 


Staling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


I-Monlti(%i 


3.87 


10.50 


9 .43 


7.26 


10.00 


5.43 


1-1 ear i%l 


4.31 


J0.7S 


9.25 


7.73 


9.62 


4.61 


Month i%l 1 -Year !%) 


3.93 


70.50 


9.50 


7-31 


9.93 


5.53 


4.50 


10.00 


9.25 


7.79 


9.62 


4.11 


Interbank bid rales for anmnnis r\rrrdlne I .V Ituflars I .HM.INH or d|analcnl 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange 


Rate Bulletin 
Data 


76/2/7992 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Itatha Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


Bid 


0.6600 


1.2034 


0.4176 


0.4638 


0.1231 


0.5315 


0.3713 


0.1152 


0.0556 


0.02029 


Offer 


0.6820 


1.2094 


0.4199 


0.4661 


0.1237 


0.5342 


0.3732 


0.1156 


0.0559 


0.02039 


'few 


AM. 


Muddled OPEC deal 
spells trouble ahead 


GENEVA (R) — The politics of 
oil has left OPEC with a muddled 
agreement unlikely to raise prices 
to the elusive target of $21 a 
barrel or smooth relations among 
diverging factions, oil analysts 
said Sunday. 

After a gruelling four-day 
meeting. Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Countries (OPEC) minis- 
ters struck a deal on Saturday to 
cut output by nearly six per cent 
to just below 23 million barrels 
per day (b/d). 

The outlook for prices might 
have been better if OPEC had 
overcome an impasse over the 
redistribution of output shares on 
Friday, when it appeared on the 
verge of setting a ceiling half a 
million barrels lower. 

Saudi Arabia’s insistence on a 
share no lower than eight million 
b/d scuppered a deal which every- 
one except the Saadi government 
wanted. 

“The answer from Riyadh was 
no,” a senior OPEC source said. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
OPEC’s two biggest producers, 
remained ax loggerheads and kept 
the final deal at arm's length, 
publicly expressing reservations 
and disappointing markets hop- 
ing for a united front. 

“The (output) number is neut- 
ral but the fact two key members 
signed with reservations under- 
mines what they have done and 
the markets will react approp- 
riately,” said Michael Rothman, 
senior futures analyst at Merrill 
Lynch. 

Waving the dosing statement, 
Iranian Oil .Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh said: “Hie Saudi re- 
servation in this press release said 
that the Saudi oil minister wanted 
to produce eight million because 
be received orders from his gov- 
ernment.” 


He added: “Maybe in some 
areas political matters don't allow 
tbe price to go up.” 

There have been widespread 
suspicions, denied by the Saudis, 
that Riyadh is colluding with U.S. 
President George Bush to keep a 
lid on oil prices. 

“Initially prices might go a 
little lower for several days, but I 
think generally prices will stay in 
the broad trading range we have 
seen in recent weeks,” said Ann- 
Louise Hittle. an oil and gas 
analyst at Lehman Brothers. 

the talks highlighted policy 
.differences which have split 
OPEC since the Gulf crisis - 
Saudi Arabia increased pro- 
duction by nearly 60 per cent 
after the crisis began with Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990 and it does not want to cut 
back too quickly. 

“It is half a swing producer,” 
said a senior OPEC source. “It 
swings up but finds swinging 
down a bit more difficult.” 
Increasing Kuwaiti production 
and tbe eventual restoration of 
Iraqi supplies halted by squab- 
bling between Baghdad and the 
United Nations seem likely to 
keep tension high. 

When both are pumping flat 
out again, OPECs ability to curb 
production will be sorely tested. 

“It is always easy to gain 
weight but difficult to shed it. 
This needs rigid discipline,” a 
United Arab Emirates official 
said. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisbam 
Nazer put the best face on the 
deal, saying: “It is much better to 
arrive at any agreement than 
none at all.” 

The accord disappointed 
Algeria and Venezuela, whose 
domestic problems made raising 
oil revenue their most pressing 


concern. 

Algerian Oil Minister Nordine 
Ait-Laonssine said the troubles at 
home played no part in the dis- 
cussions. 

“We did not get into that. But 
it may have been at tbe back of 
their minds,” Mr. Ait-Laousine 
said. 

Venezuela’s request for a ceil- 
ing about one million barrels 
below anyone else's recom- 
mendation reflected the plight of 
its domestic economy, senior 
OPEC delegates said. 

‘This time he was a hardliner.” 
a senior OPEC source said of 
Venezuela's usually moderate oil 
minister Celestino Armas. 

“It is not enough to bring an 
improvement in prices which we 
all (OPEC ministers) hoped for. 
But it may be enough to arrest 
tbe drop, which we all want,” Mr. 
Ait-Laoussine said. 

The Algerian oil minister said 
OPEC will probably have to 
make further cuts when it meets 
again in April. 

“If everyone's analysis based 
on this sort of deal we did yester- 
day proves lobe right, then I'm 
sure there’s only one thing we will 
do — that is have a further cut," 
Mr. Ait-Laoussine told a news 
conference. 

“Everyone wanted 22.5 (mil- 
lion b/d),” he said. 

“If some countries had not 
come with taboos we could have 
had 22.5." 

Mr. Ait-Laoussine said he 
hoped that one day other OPEC 
countries would focus on oil re- 
venae, as Algeria had done, 
rather than on ceilings and 
quotas. 

“Everyone said here they want 
to reach (OPEC’s reference price 
of) $21 , but we are disagreed how 
to get there,” he oonduded. 


Lloyd’s insurance losses 
squeeze the well-heeled 


LONDON (R) — Crisis 
threatened Lloyd's of London 
last week after painful losses 
came to light at the world's big- 
gest insurance market on claims 
mom a series of catastrophes. 

A cabinet minister said Sunday 
that the government was keeping 
it “under dose review" amid 
allegations, strongly denied, of 
sharp practice in the 300-year-old 
market. 

Losses — the first in two de- 
cades — amounted to $900 mil- 
lion in 15788. Lloyd’s reports three 
years in arrears. Financial 
analysts forecast they may top $5 
billion between 1989 and 1992. 

“Lloyd’s of London has never 
faced such danger,” said com- 
mentator Richard Thomson in 
the Independent Sunday. 

Insurance experts blame the 
trouble on disaster claims, such as 
one for $1.5 billion from tbe 


explosion and fire that wrecked 
the Piper Alpha oil rig m the 
North Sea in 1987. 

Payouts after U.S. court judg- 
ments in cases involving asbestos 
have also bun at tradition-bound 
Lloyd's, where a particular quirt 
is the way that unlimited liability 
falls on the people it calls its 
“Names." 

Anyone who can show that he 
or she is worth at least $400,000 
may put money into tbe syndi- 
cates that underwrite insurance 
policies. 

These Names — more than 
20,000 now on the books include 
62 conservative legislators — turn 
a profit in good years. 

Some now face possible bank- 
ruptcy. 

Lloyd’s, says Chairman David 
Colleridge, is “not a kind of 
Lebanese casino.” 

But last Thursday angry inves- 


tors went to Britain's parliament 
with suspicions that inside or 
working Names took tbe juicier 
business and duped outsiders into 
risking bigger losses. 

An inquiry was demanded by 
legislators of the opposition 
Labour Party to whom, newspap- 
ers said, conservative Lloyd's 
Names bad leaked a document on 
the matter. 

Coleridge, whose market is 
permitted to regulate itself, said 
in statement that the allegations 
were unwarranted. 


Saudi authority orders 
foreign partners in banks 

to start paying hefty tax 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Foreign bankers who have been 
enjoying a virtual tax holiday in 
Saudi Arabia for many years have 
been told they have to start 
paying a hefty tax this year, plus a 
backlog of millions of dollars of 
deferral taxes. 

Bankers In the kingdom said 
the eight foreign partners in 
Saudi Arabia's joint venture 
banks have been given until the 
end of March to pay the 45 per 
cent tax on their annual net earn- 
ing and the first instalment of 
back payments. 

They said they were ordered 
last month by Department of 
Zakat and Internal Taxation 
(DZIT) to pay a full 45 per cent 
tax on 1991 income transferred to 
joint venture reserves as well as 
profit sent out of the kingdom. 

They must also pay the first of 
10 equal instalments on taxes on 
retained earnings accumulated 
during a deferral period which 
ended in 1990. That period varies 
according to what year the bank 
was established. 

Bankers could not estimate the 
amount that Saudi Arabia would 
raise from the tax. But joint 


venture partners have been re- 
ceiving double figure dividends 
for years on capital estimated at 
over $2 billion. 

They said that the tax decision 
was not a surprise but some bank- 
ers were unhappy with some of its 
provisions. 

“When you come into a coun- 
try you should understand the lay 
of the land,” the manager of one 
joint-venture bank said. 

“If the banks understood they 
were liable they should have pro- 
vided for it — the chicken has 
come home to roost,” he said. 

“Everyone is very unhappy ab- 
out it,” another manager said. 

“I think the banks feel the 45 
per cent tax rate on transferred 
profit is too much while the tax 
on retained earnings is totally 
unacceptable,” he added. 

Foreign tax consultants in the 
kingdom said the rules were 
established when foreign banks in 
Saudi Arabia became joint ven- 
tures with a maximum stake of 40 
per cent during the late 1970s and 
early 15780s. 

But the foreign partners — 
who include U.S. firm Gticorp, 
Banque Indosuez of France. 


Algemene Bank Nederland and 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East — were all given an initial 
five-year tax holiday. 

After it expired, they began 
paying tax on dividends sent 
home while also becoming liable 
on the rest of their earnings. 

Tax consultants said Saudi 
Arabia asked the partners to be- 
gin paying the deferred tax in 
installments over seven years in 
1991. but backed down after the 
banks protested they might have 
to pay more than they had re- 
ceived in profits. 

This year the DZIT extended 
the installment period to 10 years 
and told the banks they do not 
have to pay more than 80 per cent 
of their dividend in any given 
year as tax. with any additional 
liability transferred to the follow- 
ing year. 

Tax consultants said the tax 
liability of all banks will probably 
be higher than the 80 per cent 
dividend ceiling and the deferred 
tax will continue to be postponed 
year after year. 

“It simply won't get paid — it's 
like a permanent deferral,” said 
one. 


BCCI depositors in Oman 
get royal grant from sultan 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — Sultan 
Qaboos has come to the rescue of 
the home depositors in the trou- 
bled Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International (BCCI) and 
promised them their savings back 
in full, a leading banker said 
Sunday. 

Nooredin Nahawi, general 
manager of Bank Dhofar AJ 
Omani A1 Fransi that was 
ordered to take over the BCCI 
operation in the country, said the 
sultan ordered a royal grant tot- 
alling “several million riyals” to 
compensate the estimated 7,000 
Omani investors. 

Mr. Nahawi, talking to the 
Associated Press, declined to dis- 
close the exact amount of the 
royal grant. 

An estimated 1.3 million de- 
positors risked losing their cash 
when BCCI, with 70 branches 
around the world, collapsed last 
year under charges of widespread 
fraud and drug money launder- 
ing. 


The major shareholders, the Al 
Nabyan ruling family of Abu 
Dhabi are reportedly planning 
compensation of at least 40 per 
cent and possibly as much as 80 
per cent for their home deposi- 
tors. They are also involved in 
negotiations with the liquidators 
on a settlement plan that would 
pay out 30-40 per cent for other 
depositors. 

“Oman is in effect one of the 
first countries to ensure that 
BCCI depositors receive 100 per 
cent of their money back, just not 
20 or 30 per cent as in some other 
countries,” Mr. Nahawi said in 
the interview. 

He said BCCFs customers 
would have access to their funds 
in full as recorded on July 5, 1991 
when BCCI’s Oman operation 
was dosed. No interest would be 


paid on saving held during the 
dosure period, he said. 

The Omani central bank this 
weekend said the BCCI acquisi- 
tion by the Bank Dhofar Al 
Omani' Al Fransi meant BCCI 
had ceased to exist in the sultan- 
ate. 

The central bank also informed 
BCCI borrowers that their 
obligations, induding interest up 
to the date of the sale, had been 
transferred to the new bank own- 
ers. It requested they “cooperate 
in settling their debts." 

Bank Dhofar Al Omani Al 
Fransi outbid three other Omani 
banks Oman Arab Bank, Bank of 
Muscat and Oman Corporation 
— to acquire BCCI and in doing 
so became the sultanate's largest 
capitalised bank, Mr. Nahawi 
said. 


Deluxe Apartment For Rent 

Area 240 sq.m. - 3 bedrooms, 2 sitting rooms, new and 
luxurious furniture. High location on Gardens Street 

Contact’ tel. No. 691188 from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

We also have a Suzuki Jeep, 1983 model, in good 
condition for sale. 


NOTICE 

TO IRAQI NATIONALS IN JORDAN 

The American Embassy has additional personnel 
assigned temporarily for processing Iraqi immigrant visas. 
Persons who have not yet been scheduled for appoint- 
ments are asked to call 641-954 or 617761 immediately 
to make arrangements for final interviews. 

The telephones will be answered between 8:00 
a.m. and 4:00 pan. Sundays through Thursdays. 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


\ 


"Cinema Tel: 634144’ 

PHILADELPHIA 




Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shows: 3% 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

p.m. 


Eddie Murphy & Nick Node 
In 

ANOTHER 48 HOURS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, &30, W» . \ 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 

and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

Tbe Fox And Tbe Hound 



— T 

IbbO Al Mashini Theatre 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 




Every day storting from Thursday Feb. 13. 
You meet the stars of Haret Abu Awwad 
Family in tfietr play. 

Zaman Al Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m. 

Ttekets office open daily 


Moor Al- Sharif 
in 

Naji Al Ali 

Arabic 


^S ^Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. j 



CAR FOR SALE 

BMW 320, 1981, diplomatic licence plate. 

Call the Korean Embassy tel.: 660745, 660746 


FOR RENT TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
In ll mw Uthaina 

Each consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, Amer- 
ican style dining and lounge, independent central heating, 
telephone, new and luxurious furniture, new building. Fit 
for diplomatic missions. 

Please call tel. 829502 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
WITHIN ATWO STOREY VILLA 

Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, modem 
building and modern furniture, special garden, central heating. 
Location: Seventh Circle 

Call tel: 638887 - 638782 


FOA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Friends Of Archaeology annual general meeting will 
be held today at Goethe Institute, the Third Circle in Jabal 
Amman, at 7 p.m. 

All members and non-members wishing to join 
the society are welcome 


Amman Marriott Hotel is seeking a qualified 
female typist with excellent command of English 
Language, computer skills is a must. 

Apply in person at the Personnel Department at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel. 


Furnished Apartment or Villa 
Wanted 

Family seeking modern 3-bedroom place 
with furniture, appliances, telephone, gril- 
led windows, garage. Located between 
5th-8th Circles. 

Please call tel. 689192 
between 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


Arabic Language Lessons 

Arabic language lessons In colloquial Arabic for 
speakers of other languages. 

For more information call 828565 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Celica, model 1984. In good condition. 
Black plate 

Pis. call tel. No.: 831924 


MISSING 

Black and white shaggy dog, answers to the name 
Gimish or Gimmy. Last seen in Shmeisaoi near the 
Arab Potash Company. Reward for finder. 

Please phone 666782 


•fflWW 


Presents for members only the 
latest 25 films available on VHS & 
BTX for hire or sale 


1- J F K 

2- Addams Family 

3- Other People’s 
Money 

4- Jungle Fever 

5- Super 

6- Last Boy Scout 

7- Frankie & Johnny 

8- Deceived 

9- Little Man Tate 

10- For the Boys 


11- Paradise 

1 2- Shattered 

13- Cape Fear 

14- Doctor 

1 5- 29th Street 

16- Happy Together 

17- Chance of a 
Lifetime 

18- Sweet Talker 

19- Immortal Sins 

20- Cool as ice 


21- Neon City 

22- Closet Land 

23- Curly Sue 

24- Rambling Rose 

25- Mystery Date 

Our library includes more than 
5600 titles to suit ali members of 
the family. 

Please enquire about our easy 
terms for members and 
non-members. 


JVTC- ShnHSisani— Grfttdlays Centra- Tel. 669 B 55 
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position says democracy 
passed Uzbekistan by 


sn 


aker holds talks in Tashkent 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
An opposition leader complained 
during a visit by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker Sunday that 
democracy had passed Uzbekis- 
tan by. and he urged Washington 
lo aid reform by establishing ties 
with the republic. 

Abdurahim Pulatov, of Burlik 
(Unity), the biggest opposition 
movement, told reporters that 
while the totalitarian system had 
been dismantled in Moscow it 
lived on in Tashkent. 

“Politically we have no free- 
dom at all." Mr. Pulatov said as 
he posed for pictures with Mr. 
Baker before a meeting with Bur- 
i ; A leaders and another opposi- 
tion group, Erk (Independence). 

“I “think (he sooner diplomatic 
relations are established with the 
United States the better it will be 
for those forces that do not have 
democratic freedoms,” he said. 

Mr. Baker said Mr. Pulatov's 
argument for ties was a strong 
one. 

At a time of far greater press 
freedoms elsewhere in the former 
Soviet Union, Western reporters 
are routinely followed in Uzbe- 
kistan and several have been de- 
tained for what the government 
says were violations of travel res- 
trictions. 

At least one local journalist 
was imprisoned during the failed 
August coup in Moscow for pub- 
lishing articles critical of the Re- 
publican leadership’s stance. 

But before an earlier meeting 


with Mr. Baker. Uzbek President 
Islam Karimov — widely re- 
garded as resistant to pressure for 
economic and political reform — 
accused Western media of using 
second-hand information to draw 
conclusions about conditions in 
his newly independent republic. 

He also said Uzbekistan could 
meet U.S. conditions for estab- 
lishing relations. 

Critics say Mr. Karimov sup- 
ported the Moscow coup that led 
to the collapse in December of 
the Soviet Union and its replace- 
ment by the 11-member Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS). 

Mr. Baker was on his first visit 
to Uzbekistan, although he has 
met the presidents of Kyrgyzstan 
and Kazakhstan, two nearby re- 
publics. U.S. officials said Mr. 
Karimov was irritated it took Mr. 
Baker so long to come to Uzbe- 
kistan, the biggest of the four 
Central Asian republics. 

Baker is visiting the republics 
as a prelude to establishing for- 
mal diplomatic ties. The trip is 
also designed to draw these pre- 
dominantly-Muslim states toward 
die West and dilute any Iranian 
influence in the region. 

In the process, he is discussing 
with their leaders a list of the 
principles the United States will 1 
use in developing relations. 
These include respect or human 
rights, free and fair elections, and 
recognition of existing borders. 


U.S. reporters travelling with 
Mr. Baker asked Mr. Karimov 
how he could convince the Un- 
ited States he was serious about 
meeting their guidelines when 
opposition political figures were 
arrested and political parties were 
unable to function freely. 

“Uzbekistan is prepared to 
build an open society where there 
would be no diktat of a single 
political party,” Mr. Karimov 
said. 

Asked about a letter President 
George Bush bad sent all the 
leaders of the new republics, con- 
cerning the U.S. principles for 
developing relations. Mr. Kari- 
mov said: “1 think we have every 
opportunity and possibility to fol- 
low these principles.” 

After meeting Mr. Karimov, 
Mr. Baker said the Uzbek presi- 
dent generally agreed with Mr. 
Bush’s letter. 

Even if tire United States has 
diplomatic relations with a state 
that does not have a perfect 
record of democratic practices, 
“we can be a force for seeing that 
they move in the direction of 
political freedom,” Mr. Baker 
said. 

Meanwhile the United States 
has agreed to help identify bones 
thought to be those of Tsar 
Nicholas II and his family, assas- 
sinated in 1918. State Depart- 
ment officials said Saturday. 

The request for help was put to 
U.S. Secretary of State James 


Baker, who visited the site of the 
assassination. The Tsar and his 
family were executed after the 
Bolsheviks seized power in 1917. 

The bones, including some 
skeletons, are neatly laid out on a 
table and numbered at a Russian 
Government Forensic Institute. 
They are believed to be those of 
the Tsar, his wife, three of his five 
children, maid, cook and family 
doctor. 

The Tsar and bis family were 
killed in the basement of a bouse 
in Yekaterinburg and the bodies 
were moved out of the Urals city. 

About 10 years ago, bones, 
thought to be their remains, were 
discovered in woods 20 
kilometres from Yekaterinburg. 
But they were not exhumed until 
a year ago, presumably out of 
fear that it might anger die ruling 
Communists. 

The remains of the Tsar’s son 
Alexei and one of his four daugh- 
ters are missing. 

The bouse where they were 
killed was torn down in the 1970s 
when Leonid Brezhnev was 
Soviet leader. 

But a man who espouses the 
return of the monarchy is at the 
site almost every day, explaining 
the history to tourists and hand- 
ing out black and white pictures 
of Prince Alexei. 

Mr. Baker visited the Urals 
region to tour a nuclear weapons 
research facility, 120 kilometres 
south of the city. 


I©re killings reported in Croatia; 
army to stay in Bosnia 


V\ 


BELGRADE (R) — Two people 
•vcr-; Sunday reported killed in an 
zrdliery attack in Croatia after 
the worst week of fighting in the 
newjy-in dependent state since a 
truce in Yugoslavia was agreed 
six weeks ago. 

The reports, which could not 
be independently confirmed, 
pushed tfie death toll for the last 
week to at least 12. 

Shelling has been reported in 
frontline areas of east and central 
Croatia and around the Adriatic 
ports of Zadar and Dubrovnik. 

Croatian radio said two people 
were killed and three injured late 
Saturday when the eastern Croa- 
tian town of Osijek came under 
heavy artillery and mortar attack. 
The roof of Osijek hospital was 
hit by a mortar which did not 
explode. 

In comments that may worry 
•eaders of the Republic of Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, Yugoslav Vice- 
President Branko Kostic ruled 
out a withdrawal of the Yugoslav 
army from Bosnia. He said the 
events in Croatia would not be 
repeated there. 

"I will never sign the decision 
on a withdrawal of the Yugoslav 
army from Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 
Mr. Kostic. acting head of the 
four-man presidency which has 
■supreme command of the armed 
forces, told the Belgrade weekly 


Dustrovana Politika. 

“All those who think that the 
scenario of Slovenia and Croatia 
will be repeated in Bosnia, should 
know this,” he said in the maga- 
zine's latest edition. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina , an ethni- 
cally-mixed republic of Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs, lies between 
Croatia and Serbia. 

Mr. Kostic’s view could cause 
concern among Bosnia's Muslim 
and Croat deputies who called a 
referendum on independence for 
Feb. 29 and March 1. Serbs in the 
republic oppose the poll. 

Serb deputies agreed at a meet- 
ing in the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo Saturday that Serb- 
dominated regions in Bosnia 
should remain in the Yugoslav 
Federation. 

Politicians in the republic fear 
that months of fighting between 
Croatian militias and Serb irregu- 
lars backed by the Yugoslav army 
could still spill over their borders. 

. Serbs in Croatia rebelled after 
Croatia declared independence 
from Yugoslavia last June. More 
than 6,000 people have been kil- 
led in the almost eight-month 
conflict. 

Many Yugoslavs fear more vio- 
lence if Bosnia declares inde- 
pendence and asks the army to 
withdraw. 

Yugoslavia's southern republic 


of Macedonia has called on the 
army to withdraw by the end of 
February. Some units have 
moved out. but Kostic said last 
week the presidency had not 
given its approval for a complete 
withdrawal. 

European Community foreign 
■ministers are due to debate 
Macedonian independence at a 
meeting in Lisbon Monday. 

Hie United Nations Security 
Council is expected this week to 
give the go-ahead for the deploy- 
ment of a 13,000-strong 
peacekeeping force for Croatia in 
an effort to turn the fragile truce 
into a secure peace. 

But some officials are con- 
cerned that no peacekeepers will 
go to Bosnia and there are some 
differences over the U.N. plan. 

Hardline Serb leaders in 
Croatia oppose calls for Serbs in 
the enclave of Krajina to disarm 
and for the withdrawal of the 
Yugoslav army from Serb-con- 
trolled areas of Croatia. 

Yugoslav leaders, who back 
the U.N. plan, say army troops 
stationed on Bosnia’s border with 
Croatia are just “three hours 
away” if Croatian militia laun- 
ches a strike in Serb enclaves. 

But a withdrawal from Bosnia 
would cut the Yugoslav army off 
from some parts of Croatia. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


'Russia has uncovered a spy ring’ 

MOSCOW ( AP) — Russian authorities have uncovered a spy ring 
that was gathering and transferring secrets to a foreign power, 
Russian television reported Saturday. The ring was active in 1991 , 
it said in a brief, unattributed report. The television news report 
did not name the foreign power involved. Some of the informa- 
tion passed abroad pertained to “key questions of maintaining 
security. One of those arrested in the case had access to such 
issues through his type of employment.” the television said. The 
Commonwealth television channel carried a similar report, 
adding that one of those arrested “appears to be a high-ranking 
security service officer." 

‘Roois’ author buried 

HENNING (AP) — Alex Haley was buried Saturday a few paces 
from the front porch where he listened as a child to the family 
stories that inspired his monumental search for bis roots. “He 
made grandfathers and grandmothers and great-grandmothers 
and great-grandfathers superstars,” the Rev. Jesse Jackson told 
mourners Saturday. “Alex Haley resurrected the generations of 
the connecting points.” Mr. Haley’s novel Roots: The Saga Of An 
American Family won a Pulitzer Prize in 1977 and was the basis of 
a TV mini series watched by 130 million viewers. 

Human rights lawyer killed in Chad 

N'DJAMENA (R) — Gunmen killed the vice-chairman of Chad’s 
Human Rights League Sunday, the organisation said. Chairman 
Encck Dj on dang told reporters that his deputy, lawyer Joseph 
Behedi. was shot in the head at close range by one Of two men 
who stole his car. He said Mr. Behedi was stopped by the men as 
he was driving his nephew home in the capital N'Djamena at 3 
a.m. He handed over bis car without resisting but the gunman 
opened fire. Mr. Djondang said the assailants were off-duty 
soldiers from the northern Zagbawa tribe loyal to President Idriss 
Deby. Zaghawa fighters, many of them Sudanese, are blamed for 
terror attacks against civilians in N'Djamena after nightfall. 

Plane crashes in U.S., 4 killed 

TOLEDO. Ohio (AP) — A DC-8 cargo plane crashed in a 
cornfield and burst into flames as it tried to land at Toledo's 
airport, and all four people on board were killed, authorities said. 
At least 12 firefighters and other rescue workers were hurt 
fighting the blaze. The four-engine Burlington Air Expre ss p lane 
tried to land (wire before it crashed at 3:27 a.m. (0827 GMT) just 
north of Toledo Express Airport, Airport Director Him McCue 
said. 


Burma 
adds fresh 
troops on 
Bangladesh 
border 

DHAKA (AP) — Burma has 
deployed more troops along its 
southwestern border with Bang- 
ladesh and positioned artillery on 
overlooking mountains, a news- 
paper reported Sunday. 

Long-range field guns were 
moved this week atop five moun- 
tains in Bochidong and Maungdu 
areas, die Ittefaq newspaper said 
in an unattributed report. 

Fresh troops have been de- 
ployed, adding to the 53,000 
troops that have been moved 
during the last 1 Vi months, the 
Bengaii-language newspaper 
said, ft did not give details. 

Another Bengali daily, Inqilab. 
said two Burmese helicopters 
flew dose to the border Saturday. 

Relations between the two 
neighbours have been seriously 
strained since an estimated 

100.000 Burmese Muslim re- 
fugees have arrived in Bang- 
ladesh, fleeing what they call a 
systematic reign of terror by the 
Buddhist Burmese army. 

Burma has given no reason for 
the military movement along the 
280-kilometres border it shares 
with Bangladesh beyond assert- 
ing that is to contain Muslim 
separatist rebels in its Arakan 
province. • 

Bangladesh, a predominantly 
Muslim nation of 1 10 million peo- 
ple, has responded by reinforcing 
its border with an estimated 

45.000 troops. 


Zaire reports 
13 killed 
in church 
protest 

KINSHASA (R) — At least 13 
people were killed when security 
forces opened fire on demonstra- 
tors in Zaire’s capital Sunday, 
Information Minister Kitenge 
Yezn said. 

Witnesses said troops loyal to 
President Mobntu Sese Seko 
broke up a banned pro-democra- 
cy protest organised by Roman 
Catholic priests. 

Mr. Kitenge told Reuters the 
government had confirmation of 
13 fatalities and had asked Zaire’s 
Red Cross to help with emergen- 
cy treatment of wounded victims. 

‘Two demonstrators were kil- 
led after they tried to attack 
soldiers with knives,” Mr. 
Kitenge told Reuters. 

Other witnesses sa'd a police- 
man was shot dead by protesters 
who seized his rifle. 

The protest, organised by 
priests as a peaceful pro-demo- 
cracy rally, was declared illegal 
Saturday by Kinshasa's city gov- 
ernor and was not supported by 
Zaire's Roman Catholic primate, 
Cardmal Ftederic Etsou. 

But as early as 8 a.m. Sunday 
thousands of people filed out of 
churches singing psalms and hold- 
ing Bibles and rosary beads. 

They called for an immediate 
resumption of a national pditical- 
reform conference suspended last 
month by President Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s embattled government. 

Mr. Kitenge said two Belgian 
priests were arrested. 


German 
MP hangs 
himself 
after Stasi 
allegations 

BERLIN (AP) — A German 
parliament member and former 
Communist hanged himself in the 
wake of allegations he worked for 
the s iniste r east Genian secret 
police, his party's spokesman 
said. 

Gerhard Riege killed himself 
during the evening, said Hanno 
Hannsch, spokesman for the Par- 
ty for Democratic Socialism 
(PDS), the successor to the de- 
funct east German Communist 
Party. 

The suicide capped a bleak 
Saturday for those once linked to 
the old regime in the former east 
Germany. 

A top east German athlete was 
harmed for purportedly tinkering 
with her urine sample, a leading 
former Communist official died 
after a long Alness, and a news 
magazine reported that a Com- 
munist hospital got rid of prema- 
ture babies by dunking them in 
buckets of water. 

Mr. Riege was elected to the 
united German parliament’s low- 
er bouse, tire Bundestag, during 
the first post-unity elections in 
October 1990. __ 

PDS chief Gregor Gysi, who 
himself is fighting allegations that 
be worked for east Germany’s 
secret police, said in a statement 
that he had “no doubt” recent 
disclosures about Mr. Riege’s 
work with the secret police, or 
Stasi, led to his death. 

A deluge of information from 
the secret police files, which were 
opened to controlled public ac- 
cess earlier tins year, has impli- 
cated scores of people as secret 
informants. 


Aquino: All rebellions 
in Philippines crushed 


BAGUIO, Philippines (R) — 
President Corazon Aquino said 
Sunday she had crushed all rebel- 
lions in the Philippines and urged 
the armed forces to ensure a 
peaceful transfer of power when 
she steps down in Jane. 

“This administration can legiti- 
mately daim the defeat of all 
threat groups that gnaw at the 
democratic fibre of our nation,” 
Mis. Aquino said at a graduation 
ceremony for Philippine Military 

Academy cadets in the northern 

mountain dty of Baguio. 

“With the sons of this 
academy, we broke foe back of 
tiie Communist insurgency, dis- 
armed the rightist adventurists 
and tempered tire secessionists in 
the south,” she said. This was, 
she added, “a shining moment in 
our history.” 

Mrs. Aquino dismissed the 
Marxist New People’s Army 
(NPA), the Muslim rebels fight- 
ing for a separate state on the 
southern island of Mindanao and 
right-wing army dissidents linked 
to six coup attempts against her 
as “troublemakers.” 

“Soon (they) shall be nothing 
but occasional nuisance to public 
order and safety,” die said. 

Armed Forces Chief General 
Lisandro Abadia. interviewed af- 
ter Mrs. Aquino’s speech, said 
there were still 15,000 NPA re- 
bels fighting tiie government and 
the military bad not yet beaten 
them. 

He said tiie army was “trying to 
achieve strategic control by the 
end of this year,” meaning the 
NPA would no longer be a major 
threat by then. 

NPA strength peaked at more 
than 23,000 men in 1989. 

Mis. Aquino called on the 
armed forces to follow her orders 
strictly to stay neutral in the May 
11 presidential election. 

It was their “solemn duty (to 
ensure) a smooth transfer of pow- 
er” when her six-year term ends 



Corazon Aquino 

on June 30, she said. 

Wearing her trademark yellow 
dress she saluted and handed out 
diplomas to 199 cadets. 

Mrs. Aquino is not standing for 
reelection and is hacking the can- 
didacy of former Defence Ooef Fidel 
Ramos, who helped put down 
army revolts against her. 

While Mrs. Aquino spoke to 
cadets, officers and diplomats, 
her sworn enemy Imelda Marcos, 
one of several opposition 
presidential candidates, was meet- 
ing s upporters in another part of 
Baguio. 

Former first lady Marcos told 
reporters in Manila Saturday the 
•May polls could turn into a “war 
of widows”, saying she believed 
Mrs. Aquino would be forced to 
run again to prevent a Marcos 
comeback. 

Mrs. Aquino led a 1986 popu- 
lar revolt that toppled dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos and drove him 
and his wife to exile in Hawaii, 
where he died in 1989. 

Mrs. Marcos, who returned to 
the Philippines in November, said 
Mrs. Aquino believed Gen. 
Ramos was a weak candidate. 


Relatives relieved serial killer 
will never walk the streets again 


MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (R) 
— Relatives of Jeffrey Dahmer’s 
victims expressed relief that the 
“streamrolling killing machine” 
.who murdered and dismembered 
15 young men and boys would 
never again be allowed to walk 
the streets. 

A jury Saturday found Mr. 
Dahmer, who ate parts of victims’ 
bodies, was sane when be com- 
mitted the murders. One of his 
own lawyers said the 31-year-old 
killer, due to be formally sent- 
enced Monday, would never be 
eligible for parole. 

Tm just happy this man will 
never walk the streets again,” 
said Janie Hagen, sister of Mr. 
Dahmer’s fourth victim, Richard 
Guerrero. 

Ms. Hagen and other relatives 
of Mr. Dahmer’s victims clutch- 
ed each other and wept or 
cheered as tiie 15' verdicts — each 
carrying a life sentence — were 
read in a Milwaukee court by 
Judge Laurence Gram after the 
jury had deliberated for five 
hours. 

Mr. Dahmer sat silently with 
his lawyers at the defence table, 
looking down as the verdicts were 
read. 

The verdicts brought to a dose 
the three-week trial to determine 
Mr. Dahmer’s sanity. 

“I think be was a real con 
artist,” juror Karl Stahle, a re- 


tired dripping clerk, said after- 
wards. “He had plans. And he 
had one tiring on his mind and 
that was to satisfy his ego, to 
satisfy his sexual desires.” 
Defence lawyer Gerald Boyle, 
who called Mr. Dahmer a 
“steamrollmg killing machine”, 
said his acts of necrophilia and 
cannibalism oonld have only been 
• committed by a sick man. 

Some of the details were so 
horrific that jurors were offered 
professional counselling follow- 
rag the trial. 

The former chocolate factory 
worker had pleaded guilty but 
insane to the 15 murders and 
confessed to two other killings 
which were not part of tins triaL 
Ihe jury corid have found Mr. Dataller 
insane, sending him to a mental 
institution, or could have readied 
a mixed verdict, sending him to 
an institution and then, if re- 
leased, to prison afterwards. ' - 
Instead, the jury’s decision is 
expected to put Mr. Dahmer in 
prison for the rest of his life. The 
state of Wisconsin does not have 
a death penalty. 

Mr. Dahmer’s pattern was to 
cruise gay bars and batb-bonses 
in Milwaukee and Chicago and to 
lure his victims to tris apartment 
with promises of money, sex and 
alcohol. He confessed to killing 
them to prevent them from leav- 


ing and to prolong his own sexual 
gratification. 

He would drug his victims with 
ground-up sleeping pills slipped 
into a drink often after they had 
sex. He then strangled them, had 
sex Wifh tbe corpses and mastur- 
bated and ate body parts after 
dismembering them. 

Mr. Dahmer told doctors he 
felt linked to the devil and had 
fuelled his depravity with por- 
nography and repeated viewing 
of the honor film Exorcist HI. 

He said that he had planned to 
build an altar using the skulls and 
skeletons of a dozen victims in 
order to obtain spiritual powers. 

In failed attempts to create live 
“zombies” over whom he could 
.exert total control, Mr. Dahmer 
drilled holes in the skulls of some 
drugged victims and poured add 
.on their brains, according to trial 
testimony from several psychiat- 
rists who interviewed Mr. 
Dahmer. 

He also fried and ate the heart 
of at least one victim and the 
biceps of others, motivated by a 
desire to make his victims live on 
inside him. 

Defence Attorney Boyle said 
after the verdict that Ins client 
had thanked him for iris effort 
and offered to make himself 
available to researchers seeking 
to probe the mind of a serial 
killer. 


Bush may be in trouble in New Hampshire primary 


NASHUA, New Hampshire (R) 
— Some Republican backers of 
President George Bush concede 
be may be headed for trouble in 
his first election test Tuesday 
because of concentrated attacks 
from conservative challenger Pat 
Buchanan. 

During a weekend of appeara- 
ces, Mr. Bush is struggling to 
make up ground lost to Mr. 
Buchanan in New Hampshire, 
where presidential candidates are 
vying for delegates to go to their 
party’s nominating conventions in 
the summer. 

The latest opinion poll said Mr. 
Buchanan, a Republican televi- 
sion and newspaper commenta- 
tor, has drawn within 10 percen- 
tage points of the president. 

Mr. Bush’s campaign bused in 
about 100 college students from 
nearby Boston to swell his 
crowds. 

Mr. Bush even pulled in movie 
star Arnold Schwarzenegger to 
try to pump up his campaign — 
and the actor got bigger cheers 
than the president 

“I know Tm in a tough race,” 
Mr. Bush told a rally at a school 
in New Hampshire. “And the 
stakes are high, not just for me, 
but they are high for our country, 
and I need your help.” 

New Hampshire Governor 
Judd Gregg, who is Mr. Bosh’s 
campaign chairman in the state, 
told reporters that Mr. Buchanan 
has been able to gain support by 
playing on the emotions of a 
populace suffering through a 


third year of recession. 

“The president couldn't have 
picked a poorer state to start his 
campaign,” he said, due to the 
combined effect of the recession 
and the political influence of the 
Manchester Union-Leader news- 
paper, which endorsed Mr. 
Buchanan. 

Mr. Gregg and Republican 
New Hampshire Senator Warren 
Rudman both said Mr. Buchanan 
could get from 35 per cent to as 
high as 40 per cent of the vote, 
which would not be die result the 
president would like to see as he 
starts his drive for re-election. 

Other Bush political advisera 
said Mr. Buchanan’s support 
might be in the 30 per cent range. 
Results of the latest trackfing poll 
by the American Research Group 
of Manchester gave Mr. Bush 41 
per cent to Mr. Buchanan's 31 
per cent and ' 24 per cent unde- 
cided. 

Mr. Bush had been over 50 per 
cent a week ago in the same poll. 

Sen. Rudman said Mr. Bush 
might have to “take a hit and 
move on” to the next round of 
primaries where Mr. Buchanan’s 
protectionist message would not 
be so strong. 

On March 3 Georgia, Mary- 
land and Colorado stage their 
presidential primaries, which 
select the delegates to choose 
nominees for each party to face 
off in the November general elec- 
tion. 

“Whatever Buchanan does, I 


don’t think it’s going to have a 
major impact on the final out- 
come in November,” Mr. Gregg 
said. 

The comments suggested -a 
strategy in which his supporters 
may be playing down Mr. Bosh’s 
dunces so as to make a sizeable 
victory look bigger, or else they 
may be trying to play down the 
importance of New Hampshire in 
the campaign. 

The state represents a small 
part of the country’s population 
but has been key in presidential 
campaigns. 

Mr. Bush, his Republican rival 
and tiie five major Democratic 
contenders were shifting their 
campaigns into high gear for the 
final 48 hours ahead of Tuesday’s 
crucial first-in-the- nation pres- 
idential primary. 

Through statewide television 
advertisements Mr. Bush’s image 
was everywhere urging support. 

“I ask for your vote to put our 
nation on notice that New Hamp- 
shire Republicans stand united to 
defeat the liberal Democrats in 
the fall,” the Bush commercial 
says. 

On Saturday Mr. Bush took 
aim at Mr. Buchanan, saying tiie 
campaign “is not about who can 
trash another’s candidacy with 
some 30-second spot. What it’s 
about is the very serious business 
of electing a president of the 
United States of America.” 

But Mr. Buchanan shot bade 
that he is going to overtake Mr. 


Bush Tuesday, telling campaign 
workers that he was going to 
“make history.” 

“Mr. Bush and his friends in 
Washington are in for a surprise. 
Come Tuesday, the Buchanan 
brigade is going to run into tiie 
hoUow brigade of King George 
and cut through it like butter," 
Mr. Buchanan shouted through a 
bullhorn. 

Among Democrats, Arkansas 
Governor Bill Clinton, wounded 
by allegations be misled a military 

recruiter to get a Vietnam War 
draft deferment and unproven 
allegations of marital infidelity 
which he denies, is pinning com- 
eback hopes on a major Demo- 
cratic debate Sunday night. 

He said he wants to make a 
strong last-minute impression 
during tiie debate to overcome 
his image problems. 

Mr. Clinton, the one-time fron- 
trunner, has lost that position to 
former Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Tsongas. 

Mr. Clinton called Mr. Tsongas 
“the hometown favourite” be- 
cause he fives only a few miles 
away in Massachusetts and has 
been campaigning in New Hamp- 
shire since last spring. 

But New Hampshire voters are 
known for being unpredictable 
and the other major Democratic 
candidates — Iowa’s Senator 
Tom Harlrin, Nebraska Senator 
Bob Kerrey and former Califor- 
nia Governor Jerry Brown are 

looking for upset victories. 



New Irish premier 
signals divorce poll 

DUBLIN (R) — New Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds has 
promised a referendum to review 
a constitutional ban on divorce m 
this predominantly Catholic 
country. Mr. Reynolds, who suc- 
ceeded Charles Haugjiey Tues- 
day, has told his Justice Ministry 
to get draft legislation ready as 
soon as possible to precede a 
referendum. He gave no date for 
the poll. The new premier tow 
journalists of his “compassionate 
concern” for couples whose mar- 
riages had broken down but said 
he wanted to strike a balance with 
the importance of the family unit 
and “its pivotal place in Irish 
society.” He added: “I do not 
want to see the creation of a new 
poverty section in Irish society. 
Reynolds refused to be drawn on 
whether he personally backed 
reik f or divorce. But a number of 
his cabinet colleagues have made 
it dear they would support the 
reform. Political sources said be 
hoped to put the issue to Ireland's 
2.5 million electorate without 
arousing the fears caused by a 
previous referendum in 1986. 

Peking residents 
must give blood 

PEKING (R) — Peking residents 
will be required by law to donate 
blood to ease the capital's shor- 
tage, the official New China 
News Agency said. Donors will 
get priority medical care and 
other benefits, the agency said. 
The law requires men 18 to 55 
years old and women 18 to 50 
years old to donate blood if they 
meet health standards. It goes 
into effect in July. Peking was 
only able to supply 51.5 per cent 
of its own blood needs in 1990. 
importing the rest from other 
areas, the agency said. Chinese 
have traditionally been reluctant 
to donate, believing that losing 
blood saps vitality. Two years ago 
the Ministry of Health began a 
crackdown on underground 
blood banks which were pro- 
fiteering on the sale of blood 
products. The illegal operations 
do not screen donors for health 
risks, take blood repeatedly from 
the same person and sometime, 
dilute the blood with a saline 
solution before selling it, accord- 
ing to an official circular re- 
printed in government news- 
papers. 

Letter 

congratulating 
graduation is 28 
years late 

ST. PETER (AP) — Mary Bri ggs 
received a letter last week from 
Minnesota's two U.S. senators 
offering congratulations on her 
high school graduation. She 
graduated in 1963. It was a nice 
letter, telling her they hoped she 
would continue her education - 
and that she should call if she 
ever needed anything. “I don’t 
know. It’s weird. It’s really 
weird,” she said. The letter, 
slightly yellowed and inside a 
well- worn envelope, was from 
Sens. Hubert H. Humphrey, who 
died in 1978, and Eugene J. 
McCarthy. Eyen though she 
didn’t get the senatorial advice 
about continuing her education 
until last week, the woman, 
known as Mary Meats since her 
marriage more than 20 years ago, 
went to the Mankato Business 
College following her high school 
graduation. In one way, Mrs. 

i ears .J s ^PPy the letter came 
late. * Tm glad it worked out this 
way. I don’t think it would have 
meant as much at 17 .” 

Springfield man 
is last member of 

World War I club 

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — a 97- 
year-cld man has become the sole 

World War I Last 

Stem* 9"* making ! ,im «d- 

EJ * bottle of 

wntags champagne. “I never ex- 
Pected to be the last one,” v 

said recetv- 

Sf* e SgJ 6 - "ay Proud of 
ttemhaJ 1 ? clabs next-to-last 
tyfo Armstron 8. died 

Waen *5^ ag ? St ho “ e “ 

^ Wilson’s Last 

JftVf Qub ' °° c of a number of 
STOOP* started by World 
vet ?rans, was formed by 
Legkm Goad-Baflinger 
Post €9 at the beginning of the 
m which Mir. Wilson did 
stevedore work for the navy. The 

^originally ^ 7gf members, 

J^ordmg to post adjutant John 
freeman. Mr. Wilson, a retired 
““ranee agent, has missed just 
Wo Po« meetings in the past 
jjar, and ocmtimies to assist with 
“toners and ceremonies. He don- 
ated tbe champagne to the dost, 
museum. 
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